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Register your opinion
Dear editor,
A new year is an excellent 

time to ask the Maysville 
Mason County Comprehen-
sive Plan steering committee 
to adopt the theme to grow 
rural investment & profits. 
Register your opinion at 6-1.
link/b2ws/

In 2022 equivalent dollars, 
Mason County farm revenue 
has dropped from just under 
$100 million in 1974 to $40 
million in 2017. The almost 
complete loss of dairy and 
tobacco caused this loss.

This $60 million a year 
loss was even after farmers 
compensated by increasing 
the amount of corn and soy-
beans. The USDA reports 
that Mason County row crop 

acres harvested rose from 
39,820 in 1992 to 55,889 in 
2017. Mason County is sub-
jecting an additional 16,000 
acres to row crop erosion 
yearly.

These extra acres are 
mostly corn and soybeans. 
USDA studies show that 
no-till soybeans cause over 
twelve times more erosion 
than corn. No crop year 
before 2001 had more than 
1,200 acres of soybeans har-
vested in our county. In 2021 
Mason County harvested 
11,100 acres of soybeans. 
USDA tests indicate that 
those soybean acres will lose 
over 945,000 tons of topsoil 
yearly.

Our comprehensive plan 

needs a strategy that grows 
rural investment & profits. 
While also conserving local 
topsoil, reducing chemical 
pollution, improving local 
water quality, not requir-
ing long-term transportation 
infrastructure improvements, 
and placing minimal loads on 
existing public services.

Participating in Joint Plan-
ning Commission’s web sur-
vey (by clicking this link) is 
a way to ask that the next 
comprehensive plan address-
es the theme, “Grow Rural 
Investments & Profits”. Suc-
cessfully solving this theme 
will dramatically improve 
Mason County’s prospects.

Charles W (Bill) Marshall
Maysville

How Barbara Walters crafted 
her incomparable career

Barbara Walters might never 
have become a powerful force 
in broadcast journalism had 
she lacked the chutzpah to 
extract a promise from her 
bosses at NBC News in 
1973.

As she explained it 
to me, she had already 
worked at the “Today” 
show for a dozen years, 
serving first as a writer 
and then as the “Today 
girl” on set — a bubbly 
balance to the program’s 
male host, the journalist 
Frank McGee. If McGee were 
ever to leave, NBC pledged, 
she would be named co-host, 
an unprecedented role for a 
woman.

Eight months later, McGee 
died of cancer. Five days after 
that, Walters was named co-
host and given a voice in 
selecting her new on-air part-
ner, the unassuming newsman 
from local TV, Jim Hartz.

Almost every obit about 
Barbara Walters, who died 
Dec. 30 at 93, mentions that 
she “broke the glass ceiling” 
in TV news. A measure of the 
enormity of that challenge was 
contained in Frank McGee’s 

own arrangement with NBC, 
stipulating that during in-
studio interviews he would 
always ask the first three ques-
tions, lest viewers conclude 

that the woman at his 
side was of equal status.

I suppose it would 
be considered a com-
pliment to say that 
McGee was a shrewd 
negotiator. But to use 
the same term about 
Walters would be per-
ceived quite negatively, 
especially a half-century 

ago. She was, indeed, shrewd. 
And demanding. And often 
manipulative in dealing with 
superiors, writers like me who 
covered her and, most of all, 
the wide range of politicians 
and showbiz celebrities whom 
she persuaded to open up — 
even shed tears — on camera.

She left NBC in 1976 to 
become TV’s highest-paid 
news anchor at the time, seat-
ed alongside Harry Reasoner 
on the “ABC Evening News.” 
Her $1 million annual sal-
ary was roughly double what 
CBS icon Walter Cronkite was 
earning.

Privately, Reasoner dis-

missed the new pairing as so 
much network gimmickry. For 
her part, Walters acknowl-
edged on her first broadcast 
that some viewers might have 
tuned in, “out of curiosity, 
drawn by the rather too much 
attention and overblown pub-
licity given to my new duties 
and my hourly wage.”

She survived the flop that 
the ABC newscast turned out 
to be and managed to parlay 
it into a robust career focused 
primarily on interviewing, for 
which she was best known. 
Even that included careful cal-
culation. Though she did inter-
views both live and recorded, 
she preferred the latter format. 
“Whoever holds the scissors 
controls the entire interview,” 
she told me.

Whenever I wrote about her, 
even a brief mention, I received 
a hand-written thank you note 
in the mail. I wasn’t flattered 
so much as I was impressed by 
a woman who knew she had to 
work harder to compete in a 
male-dominated field.

There are a lot of women in 
broadcasting today who would 
like to send Barbara Walters a 
note of thanks.

Earmarks are back and 
they’re costing American tax-
payers a bundle.

In case you’ve forgotten, 
earmarks, says FactCheck.
org, “are government 
funds that are allocated 
by a legislator for a par-
ticular pet project, often 
without proper review.”

Often attached to the 
12 large appropriation 
bills that Congress by 
law is supposed to pass 
each year to fund the 
federal government for 
the next year, earmarks tend 
to be concealed.

That way, members of Con-
gress from both parties can 
slip in funding for pricy or 
dubious projects in their dis-
tricts or states that benefit 
themselves politically and, for 
the most part, nobody notices.

People and the media espe-
cially don’t notice earmarks 
when Congress fails to estab-
lish a proper budget for each of 
the 12 separate appropriation 
bills — something it has man-
aged to do only three times in 
the last 47 years, most recently 
in 1997.

What Congress usually does 
is wait until the last minute 
and then lazily bundle the 12 
funding bills into a single mas-
sive “omnibus” spending bill, 
such as the stinker that was 
just passed to fund the govern-
ment in fiscal 2023.

That $1.7 trillion monstros-
ity is 4,155 pages long and 
filled with 7,200 earmark proj-
ects costing $15 billion that, 
like the rest of the budget, 
nobody had time to review and 
question before hastily voting 
“aye!”

The spending on earmarks 
was less than 1% of the cost of 
the overall omnibus bill.

But the danger is that the 
earmarks can be used to per-
suade — bribe? — legislators 
to support massive bills that 
do spend ridiculous amounts 
of money and keep our $31 
trillion in government debt 
ballooning.

An omnibus bill also allows a 
lame-duck Congress to “pass” 
legislation it wanted to pass 
in 2022 but couldn’t — legis-
lation that should be debated 
and voted upon in the light of 
day, but was not and never will 
be.

According to the Wall 
Street Journal, the omnibus 
bill included sizable changes 
to retirement savings rules, 
cosmetics regulation, Elec-

toral Count Act reform, 
healthcare and good-
ness only knows what 
else.

To be sure, earmarks 
— euphemistically 
referred to by our gov-
ernment as “Commu-
nity Project Funding” 
— can fund useful or 
worthwhile projects, 

such as improvement to medi-
cal care, education and other 
important services.

But they are just as likely to 
fund things they have no busi-
ness funding.

According to Reason maga-
zine, the omnibus bill Presi-
dent Biden just signed ear-
marks $750,000 for fire alarm 
modernization at the Metro-
politan Opera, funds the cre-
ation of a Ukrainian Indepen-
dence Park, whatever that is, 
and will spend more than $3.6 
million to build a Michelle 
Obama Trail.

Actually, I favor borrowing 
money to build such a trail, as 
it well may be our only oppor-
tunity to tell our legislators to 
take a hike!

You’d think Republicans — 
the party that pretends to be 
for fiscal responsibility and 
against wasteful spending — 
would understand the dangers 
of earmark bribery. You’d think 
they would vote to ban them.

In fact, Republicans did 
just that in 2011. But House 
Republicans voted to reverse 
their ban in March of 2021.

And this past November, 
House Republicans voted by 
a 158-52 margin against a bill 
that would have banned ear-
marks again in the new118th 
Congress, in which they will 
hold the majority.

I suppose the best we can 
hope for, then, is that House 
Republicans will be only 
slightly less reckless with ear-
mark bribery than the 117th 
Congress, which was the most 
recklessly spending Congress 
in U.S. history.

But considering that Repub-
licans were rewarded with 
almost half of the earmark 
largesse packed into the latest 
omnibus bill, I have my doubts.

The shameful 
return of 
earmarks

TOM
PURCELL

PETER
FUNT
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