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Judge throws out Missouri AG’s
COVID-19 suit against China

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. – A federal
judge on Friday threw out a lawsuit by
Missouri Republican Attorney General
Eric Schmitt that blamed China for the
coronavirus pandemic. U.S. District
Judge Stephen Limbaugh said in his rul-
ing that in this case federal rules prohib-
it a sovereign foreign entity from being
sued in American courts. “All in all, the
court has no choice but to dismiss this
novel complaint for lack of subject mat-
ter jurisdiction,” Limbaugh stated in the
final line of the dismissal order.
Schmitt’s office said it would appeal. 
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Possible threat raises fear 
in San Antonio Jewish community

SAN ANTONIO – Jewish community
leaders in San Antonio put synagogues
and other facilities on high alert Satur-
day after being informed by the FBI of a
potential threat. But hours later, the
Jewish Federation of San Antonio said
the FBI had informed it there was no
longer any “known imminent threat.”
Jonathan Greenblatt, the CEO of the An-
ti-Defamation League, said he urged all
communities to have a heightened
sense of awareness, particularly in the
wake of the Independence Day parade
shooting in suburban Chicago. 

NKorea likely fired artillery 
rounds amid US-SKorea drills

SEOUL, South Korea – North Korea
appeared to have conducted artillery fir-
ing drills Sunday, South Korea said,
days after the United States deployed
fighter jets to South Korea for joint train-
ing. South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff
said in a statement that it detected mul-
tiple trajectories presumed to be North
Korean artillery on Sunday afternoon. It
said South Korea’s military maintained
a firm readiness in close coordination
with the United States. South Korea said
the suspected launches occurred off the
North’s west coast. 

Portugal battles wildfires 
amid drought, heat; 29 injured

LISBON, Portugal – More than 3,000
firefighters and over 60 aircraft battled
wildfires Sunday in Portugal. Authori-
ties said 12 firefighters and 17 civilians
required medical assistance to treat mi-
nor injuries caused by the blazes, as re-
ported by Portuguese state television
RTP. The European Union on Sunday
activated its firefighting air fleet assis-
tance program that allows member na-
tions to share resources to help Portu-
gal. Portuguese Prime Minister António
Costa postponed his plans to visit Mo-
zambique this week, his office said.

$45 to $74, according to Lazard, a finan-
cial advisory firm that publishes annual
estimates of the cost of producing elec-
tricity. 

Federal and state mandates and in-
centives to increase the amount of clean
energy used also help, Fell said. 

“When you do the math on what’s the
most profitable thing to add, it’s often
going to be wind and solar at this stage,”
he said.

Weather was also a factor. April tends
to be a particularly windy month, and
this spring was windier than most, Fell
said.

There’s also less power coming into
the grid from fossil fuels and nuclear in
the spring. That’s because electricity
demand is generally lower because of
the mild weather and fossil fuel and nu-
clear power plants use the time for
maintenance and refueling, which re-
duces their production, he said.

The amount of electricity generated
by renewable resources hit a record 28%
in April, a breakthrough number that
shows how important renewable energy
has become in U.S. energy markets.

“It’s a ‘wow’ moment,” said Peter Kel-
ly-Detwiler, an energy analyst and au-
thor of “The Energy Switch,” a recent
book about the transition to a carbon-
free energy economy.

The percentage of U.S. electricity
produced by renewable energy from
wind, solar and hydroelectric dams has
been steadily rising, from 8.6% in April
2001 to this April’s 28%. Those numbers
were released this week by the U.S. En-
ergy Information Administration,
which tracks energy data for the nation.

There are several reasons to explain
the surge. At the top is that wind and so-
lar installations dominated U.S. energy
buildouts.

“Basically, the only things we’ve add-
ed to the grid in the past decade are
wind, solar and natural gas,” said Harri-
son Fell, an economist and engineer at
Columbia University, where he co-leads
the Power Sector and Renewables Re-
search Initiative.

That’s happening for two reasons.
The first is cost. Renewables are simply
the most economically competitive
power currently available, Kelly-Detwil-
er said.

In 2021, the cost of producing a mega-
watt-hour of electricity from a new wind
turbine was $26 to $50. The same
amount of electricity from the cheapest
type of natural gas plant ranged from

Another surprise was that in April,
wind and solar power together pro-
duced more electricity than nuclear
plants. 

Historically, nuclear power plants,
which are carbon-neutral, have reli-
ably produced about 20% of America’s
electricity. In April that number
dropped to 18% while wind and solar
combined stood at 19.6%.

The nuclear decrease is partly a re-
sult of the shutdown of two plants in
the past year, Indian Point in New York
state and Palisades in Michigan, as
well as scheduled closures for mainte-
nance.

When all U.S. carbon-neutral ener-
gy sources are added together – nucle-
ar, wind, hydroelectric and solar – al-
most 46% of U.S. electricity in April
came from sources that don’t contrib-
ute greenhouse gases to the environ-
ment, federal data shows. 

US renewable energy
hit record level in April
Incentives, cost aiding
solar, wind power push 
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Renewable energy is becoming a bigger player in U.S. energy markets.
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BANGKOK – U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken will pay a brief condo-
lence visit to Japan next week follow-
ing the assassination of former Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, the
State Department said Sunday.

Blinken will travel to Tokyo on Mon-
day to pay his respects to the former
leader and meet with senior Japanese
officials before returning to Washing-
ton from an Asian tour that he is now
wrapping up.

“Secretary Blinken will travel to To-
kyo, Japan, to offer condolences to the
Japanese people on the death of for-
mer Prime Minister Abe Shinzo and to
meet with senior Japanese officials,”
State Department spokesperson Ned
Price said in a statement. “The U.S.-
Japan Alliance is the cornerstone of
peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific
and has never been stronger.” 

Blinken is in Thailand on a pre-
scheduled visit and had been in Indo-
nesia on Friday attending a Group of
20 nations’ foreign ministers meeting
in Bali when Abe was shot and killed. 

On Saturday in Bali, Blinken said
Abe’s killing was a “tragedy” for the
world and, like many other current and
former U.S. officials, lauded the former
prime minister for his vision.

“Prime Minister Abe was a transfor-
mative leader, a statesman, someone
of truly global stature,” Blinken said.
He added that Abe’s death had shaken
the G-20 meeting with many of his for-
eign minister colleagues expressing
shock and distress at the news.
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HIGHLAND PARK, Ill. – A business
district that had been blocked since a
July 4 parade mass shooting that left
seven people dead reopened Sunday
morning in the Chicago suburb of High-
land Park.

The 2-block by 3-block area consists
largely of small shops and restaurants.
It had been blocked off with crime scene
tape, barricades and uniformed officers
since Monday as the FBI and other law
enforcement agencies processed evi-
dence.

The street was generally quiet short-
ly after police removed the barricades,
except for news media vehicles, a few
other vehicles and people walking.

“We came out at 5:30 this morning. It
was open,” said Dale Miller, 70, who was
walking his dog, Milo, near where the
shooting occurred. “This is our first walk
of the day.”

He said he did not attend the parade
this year but lives about 100 yards away
and heard the gunshots, though he
didn’t realize what they were until his
brother called him from Florida in a pan-
ic.

“We just have fireworks going off
here, that’s all,” Miller said he told his
brother. “So the fireworks weren’t fire-
works.”

He got many other calls after word

spread about the shooting, including
from his daughter, a teacher in Florida.

“She called me up in tears and said
I’ve lost my safe haven,” Miller said.
“Highland Park was always the one
place I could go where I was safe and
that’s taken away.”

The reopening comes two days after
funerals started for the seven people
who were killed in the shooting. Au-
thorities said the attacker fired more
than 80 rounds into the parade crowd
with a semi-automatic rifle. 

Robert E. Crimo III, 21, has been
charged with seven counts of first-de-
gree murder. Prosecutors expect to
bring more charges representing the

more than 30 people wounded in the
attack.

Investigators say Crimo, of neigh-
boring Highwood, legally purchased
five weapons and planned the attack
for weeks before he climbed onto the
roof of a business along the parade
route and opened fire.

Authorities say Crimo fled the pa-
rade by blending in with the fleeing
crowd, then drove to the Madison,
Wisconsin, area, where he contem-
plated a second attack. He returned to
the Highland Park area and his car was
spotted by police.

Questions remain about whether
Crimo should have been able to legally
purchase firearms in Illinois. Illinois
State Police officials have defended the
approval of his gun license in Decem-
ber 2019, months after police received
reports that he had made suicidal and
violent threats.

Miller expressed hope Highland
Park will recover.

“It’s a very close-knit city and it’s a
city that is really hurting right now, but
is not even remotely destroyed,” he
said.
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The business district in Highland Park,
Ill., reopened Sunday. It had been
closed as a crime scene since the July
4 mass shooting that killed seven.
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“It’s a very close-knit city and it’s a
city that is really hurting right now,
but is not even remotely destroyed.” 

Dale Miller, Highland Park resident BEIJING – The Asian gambling cen-
ter of Macao will close all its casinos
for a week starting Monday and largely
restrict people to their homes as it tries
to stop a COVID-19 outbreak that has
infected more than 1,400 people in the
past three weeks.

All businesses have been ordered to
shut except for supermarkets and oth-
ers providing essential services. Resi-
dents must stay home unless they
need to go out, such as for food shop-
ping or to work in a sector deemed es-
sential.

Macao, a semi-autonomous Chi-
nese region, is facing its first sizeable
outbreak of the pandemic. The city of
680,000 people recorded 93 new cases
on Saturday, bringing the total in the
ongoing outbreak to 1,467.

Authorities warned that police
would be patrolling the streets and vi-
olators would face penalties, accord-
ing to Macao media reports. Anyone
going out must wear a mask, with
adults required to use an N95 or equiv-
alent one.

Macao’s economy is heavily depen-
dent on its casinos and related busi-
nesses, which have been hit hard by
the pandemic. 

Macao to shut
casinos amid
COVID surge
ASSOCIATED PRESS




