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Crunching numbers
Dear editor
On June 18, Mr. Jason 

Sheppeck sent a Letter to 
the Editor stating positions 
he had researched on the 
financial possibilities result-
ing from introducing solar 
farms to Mason County. He 
has exhibited in the past that 
when he presents numbers, 
they needed to be checked for 
accuracy.

Mr. Sheppeck states that, if 
6,000 acres are used for solar 
farms, Mason County will col-
lect $516,000 additional tax 
revenues per year from the 
increase in value of the solar 
farms. This is good for our 
county. Then he gets off the 
rails and states, “if we accept 
a Payment in Lieu of Taxes 
(P.I.L.O.T.) that all these prop-
erty tax revenues going to the 
county entities like the Health 
Dept. will go away.” Appar-
ently, he has no understanding 
of industrial revenue bonds. 
He addressed this subject in 
his December Letter to the 
Editor, where he stated that 
the PILOT would leave the 
county with a $13 million debt 
that would have to be paid 
by Mason County taxpayers. 
He was wrong then and he is 
wrong now. The solar com-
pany will pay real estate taxes 
to Mason County, no matter 
what. All the personal property 
(property above ground) will 
be taxed by the state through 
an intangible tax and the state 
will collect the revenues. The 
first year the tax on the solar 
company’s personal property, 
paid to the state, would be 
about $6.9 million dollars. If 
our Fiscal Court decides to 
have a PILOT plan, they will 
take ownership of the personal 
property but not responsibility 
for the debt. The state cannot 
tax a county so the county will 
receive a negotiated portion 
of the tax revenue on per-

sonal property that the state 
was going to receive. This is 
a decision that the Commis-
sioners would carefully make 
with advice from professional 
analysts. Instead of our pay-
ments to the county entities 
going away, the commission-
ers would negotiate a rate 
lower than the state rate and 
we would get more revenue for 
the county.

Mr. Sheppeck then jumps 
to something that he really 
doesn’t understand. He tries 
to talk about farming. He goes 
through a lengthy list of num-
bers from UK and the census 
about the gross revenues of 
Mason County farmers in 
2017. He states that the aver-
age sales for a farm was $237 
per acre. He asks, “Do we 
want to give up the agricultur-
al production of 6,000 acres in 
return for a solar farm locating 
here?” Mr. Sheppeck brings 
home a check every week. It 
is not dependent on weather, 
the cost of inputs or supply 
and demand for his company’s 
products. He doesn’t have to 
run a business. A Mason Coun-
ty farmer does have to run a 
business. Recently one shared 
his tax return for 2017 with 
me and the UK figures were 
about right. He sells grain and 
cattle. His gross sales were 
about $237 per acre. The dif-
ference is that he had to fin-
ish the equation and subtract 
his expenses. In 2017, he 
lost money on his operation. 
Sheppeck states that 6,000 
acres would produce $1.4 mil-
lion dollars in grain and cattle 
sales. Leasing 6,000 acres to 
the solar companies would 
produce $3.9 million dollars. 
Most of this money will go to 
local farmers and will be spent 
locally. He asks, “Does this 
seem like an economic advan-
tage for the county?” You be 
the judge.

He talks about jobs and 
refers to a publication from 
UK, “The Importance of Agri-
cultural Study for Kentucky”, 
in which he finds a multiplier 
to determine the number of 
jobs lost per 1,000 acres. He 
doesn’t explain how he deter-
mines it but he says 120 jobs 
will be lost. I could not con-
firm his multiplier or check his 
figures since I could not find 
any reference to acres in the 
report. He assumes about 50 
people are leasing their farms, 
so they don’t have to worry 
about lost jobs. That leaves 
70 jobs, and he states the 
solar companies will replace 
30 of those, leaving 40 jobs 
in question. I would surmise, 
without any facts to back me 
up, that Mason County has 
many more 40 job turnovers 
in a year and the fact that the 
leasing farmers are not selling 
$1.4 million dollars worth of 
cattle and grain a year would 
only be ripple in our economy. 
The current unemployment 
rate in the United States is 
3.6% and there are 11 million 
jobs begging for an applicant. I 
don’t know how that applies in 
Mason County but if you really 
want a job, I’ll bet you can find 
one.

The Citizens Voice of Mason 
County has been very destruc-
tive to our community. They 
don’t own the projected solar 
property but they want to con-
trol it. They don’t want solar 
because they don’t want solar. 
That’s the only reason and 
they cannot defend any objec-
tions that they have. They 
don’t have any plan to bring 
Mason County out of the stag-
nation we have suffered for 60 
years.

I am for solar, and I am for 
a progressive Mason County. 
What about you!

Dave Clarke
May’s Lick

Cemetery board thankful for support
Dear editor,
The Board Of Trustees of 

The Shannon Cemetery would 
like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone who vis-
ited the cemetery during this 
Memorial Day weekend and 
throughout the year and for 
their financial support for the 
maintenance of these beauti-
ful grounds. Once again the 
grounds were mowed and 
trimmed in immaculate condi-

tion this Memorial Day Week-
end.

The Shannon United Meth-
odist Church and cemetery 
were founded in 1801. The 
current church was built in 
1821. Thousands of our fam-
ily members and loved ones 
are resting there. It requires 
thousands of dollars every 
year to maintain the grounds 
and equipment and that effort 
is 100 percent funded by your 

donations to The Shannon 
Cemetery.

You can also make donations 
at any time by mailing them to 
Trustee Chairman Mr. Dick 
Clary at 4065 Kentucky 596, 
May’s Lick, Ky. 41055.

Once again, thanks for your 
support and may God bless 
you and your families.

Board Of Trustees, Shannon 
Cemetery

The sad descent 
of Disney

I cry to see what’s happened 
to Disney.

When I was growing up – 
and until not that long ago – 
you knew you could trust Dis-
ney to make entertain-
ing movies you could 
take your entire family 
to see.

The Walt Disney 
Company became rich 
and powerful by being 
Hollywood’s most fam-
ily-friendly corporation.

Its earliest string 
of animated movies, 
classics like “Pinocchio” and 
“Bambi” in the 1940s, are 
rated G by the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America 
(MPAA).

But most of the animated 
movies and features made 
these days by Disney and its 
subsidiary Pixar, including 
Pixar’s current release “Light-
year,” are not so 1950s whole-
some.

They’re rated PG – Parental 
Guidance suggested.

In a PG-rated product the 
MPAA says some material 
“may not be suitable for chil-
dren. Parents urged to give 
‘parental guidance.’ May con-
tain some material parents 
might not like for their young 
children.”

The MPAA doesn’t say 
whether the on-screen kiss 
between two gay cartoon 
women in “Lightyear” is 
something an unwoke par-
ent or grandparent might not 
want to have to explain to a 
six year old.

But the kiss – which has 
caused Disney a lot of grief 
and given “Lightyear” a lot 
of free publicity – has become 
the latest example of how cor-
porate wokism is spoiling our 
culture.

Conservatives pundits and 
many parents are complaining 
that “Lightyear,” which is the 
“origin story” of “Toy Story” 
character Buzz Lightyear, has 
been politicized by a cell of 
LGBTQ propagandists work-
ing at Disney.

The kissing scene was orig-
inally cut from “Lightyear” 
but was then reinstated after 
Disney and Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis had a feud over 
Florida’s “don’t say gay” bill, 
which banned public schools 
from discussing sexual orien-
tation and gender identity in 
grades K-3.

It’s satisfying to see that 
Disney’s creepy propagandiz-
ing is causing it financial pain 
at the box office, here and 
overseas.

“Lightyear’s” opening week-
end in the United States was a 

critical and financial bust for 
a movie that cost $200 million 
to make.

About because of the gay 
kiss, about 15 Muslim coun-

tries have banned it so 
far, and China – a major 
market for Disney – 
reportedly has asked 
Disney to cut the scene 
before allowing it into 
the country.

There’s lots of humor 
in Disney’s descent into 
blatant wokism in its 
movies and at its theme 

parks.
For example, “Fox Across 

America” host Jimmy Failla 
tweeted that Disney should 
rename its Disneyland ride 
“Snow White and the Seven 
Genders.”

But mostly what has befall-
en Disney is terribly sad.

From “Pinocchio” all the 
way to Disneyworld, the Dis-
ney Channel and Disney+, the 
company Walt started was all 
about entertainment – G-rat-
ed family entertainment.

Now it’s also about pushing 
woke ideas on little kids and 
making many parents uncom-
fortable – or angry.

My granddaughters – age 
4 and 6 – love going to these 
animated Disney/Pixar mov-
ies, but there’s no way my 
son Cameron is going to take 
them and have to explain 
in the middle of the movie 
what’s going on between the 
two women.

Once upon a time, when you 
went to a movie made by the 
Disney Company or watched 
its shows on TV you knew 
you were going to be able to 
escape the grim, sordid or 
politicized stuff polluting our 
society.

You knew you’d be able to 
laugh and enjoy the show for 
a couple hours.

And you knew that your kids 
were not going to be indoctri-
nated or confused by values 
and ideas about sex, politics 
and lifestyles that deliberately 
undermined yours.

It’s outrageous what is 
going on at Disney. I’m 77. I’ll 
be gone in the not too distant 
future, but what about my 
grandchildren?

Their parents shouldn’t be 
afraid to take them to a Dis-
ney movie or let them stream 
“Toy Story 12.”

We’ve already had six sci-
fi movies from Hollywood 
based on the “Transformers” 
franchise. Will next year’s 
blockbuster be “The Trans-
genders”?

For my grandkids’ sake, I 
hope not.

MICHAEL
REAGAN
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