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Census Bureau: 
Foreign-born 
poulation up 2 
million under Biden

Here are two indisputable 
facts about President Biden’s 
open borders agenda.

First, Biden, and Biden 
alone, approved within his 
administration’s early days to 
undo any enforcement provi-
sions that President 
Trump put into effect, 
including defunding the 
border wall, a major ille-
gal immigration deter-
rent. Biden may have 
had supportive open 
borders counseling 
prior to his inaugura-
tion from former Presi-
dent Obama, his then-advisor 
Valerie Jarrett, U.S. Domestic 
Policy Council Director Susan 
Rice or other immigration 
advocates. But Biden, with his 
presidential authority, gave 
open borders the green light. 
He could have, at any time, 
ordered border enforcement 
restored, but he never did. 
Impugning Department of 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas is misdi-
rected blame. Mayorkas takes 
his orders directly from Biden.

Second, Biden knew, as 
any experienced politician 
with 50+ years in D.C. would, 
that once the word got out 
to all the world’s corners that 
entering the U.S. was sim-
ply a matter of getting to the 
border, and surrendering to 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion, a huge illegal immigrant 
surge would follow. A new 
Center for Immigration Stud-
ies report written by Steven 
A. Camarota and Karen Zei-
gler found that since Biden’s 
January 21, 2021, inaugura-
tion the nation’s foreign-born 
population has increased by 
2 million persons and is, the 
authors aver, “mostly driven 
by illegal immigration.” More 
precisely, about two-thirds 
or 1.35 million of the overall 
increase resulted from illegal 
immigration.

Based on federal data from 
the Census Bureau’s monthly 
Current Population Survey, 
Camarota and Zeigler calcu-
lated that the U.S. foreign-
born population hit an historic 
high of 47 million in April, 
representing 14.3 percent 
of today’s total population, 
the highest percentage since 
1910. Assuming the present 
open borders agenda contin-
ues, and no evidence exists 
that it will end during Biden’ 
remaining years in office, the 
U.S. foreign-born population 
will reach 14.9 percent of total 
U.S. population in September 
2023, the highest mark in his-
tory.

To underline how dramatic 
the foreign-born increase is, 
the authors point out that “for 
the foreign-born population to 
grow at all, new arrivals must 

exceed both emigration and 
deaths, as all births to immi-
grants in the U.S., by defini-
tion, add only to the native-
born population.”

The CIS analysis is more 
than an immigration story; 

the consequences of 
such a broad and ill-
conceived immigration 
policy are far-reaching. 
Through April, DHS 
released about 1 mil-
lion illegal immigrants 
into the interior. Many 
aliens received parole, 
an improperly applied 

immigration status that 
should be granted on a case-
by-case basis. Once paroled, 
the illegal immigrants qualify 
for employment authorization 
and can compete for jobs with 
millions of unemployed or 
under-employed Americans. 
Biden’s goal is parole for all 
illegal immigrants.

Few in Congress from either 
the Republican or Democratic 
parties will address growth, 
with the huge, unplanned pop-
ulation spikes that it drives. 
The U.S. is unprepared for the 
inevitable sprawl and its effect 
on ever-dwindling natural 
resources that the nation will 
be forced to cope with as mil-
lions enter illegally. At a mini-
mum, Congress should debate 
what the proper number of 
immigrants is that the coun-
try can successfully assimilate 
and integrate.

In Texas, for example, the 
state has lost 20,000 acres 
every two months, or about 
325 acres daily, of natural habi-
tat and farmland. South Texas 
is a major entry point for global 
migrants. “From Sea to Sprawl-
ing Sea,” a report that studied 
land loss attributable to popu-
lation growth, found that dur-
ing the 15-year period from 
2002 to 2017 – the latest Natu-
ral Conservation Resources 
data available – 67 percent of 
rural land loss was population 
growth-related. During that 
period, about 11,950 square 
miles of America’s unspoiled 
rural land were developed to 
build homes, roads, schools, 
churches, hospitals and shop-
ping malls to provide for the 37 
million more people that lived 
in the U.S. in 2017 than resided 
here in 2002.

Just as Biden’s open borders 
commitment is indisputable, 
so too is the long-term popula-
tion growth and urban sprawl 
that go with it. By the time the 
full effect of Biden’s border 
neglect will come to fruition, 
about mid-century, his con-
gressional enablers and he will 
be long gone from Earth. But 
their legacy of leaving behind 
an overcrowded, resource-
depleted nation will live after 
them in infamy.

In case you were wonder-
ing

Seems that nobody calls the 
Comment Line anymore and I 

think it may be because they 
are having trouble reaching it. 
To leave a comment call 606-
564-9091 extension 1251.

JOE 
GUZZARDI

HOW YOU SEE IT

All things considered
Mason County’s residents 

and county representatives 
have been working hard to 
get the rules for solar 
farms right, and the 
members of the Fis-
cal Court should be 
applauded for taking 
on the difficult job 
of balancing land-
owner rights, com-
munity concerns, and 
economic growth for 
Mason County. We at 
ACCIONA, as an owner and 
operator of solar farms that 
hopes to invest more than 
$200 million into the county, 
understand that the Court 
has important decisions to 
make. We also know that it’s 
difficult for community lead-
ers to strike a balance nev-
ertheless we are confident 
that a fair solar ordinance is 
within reach.

There are three main 
areas that the Mason Coun-
ty Fiscal Court should con-
sider when finalizing a solar 
energy ordinance for Mason 
County.

First, the County should 
establish setbacks that bal-
ance viewshed concerns 
with project feasibility. The 
current setbacks recom-
mended by the Joint Plan-
ning Commission will place 
an unreasonable burden 
on solar projects in Mason 
County. Setbacks of 500 feet 
from property lines would 

require our project’s foot-
print to increase by more 
than 75 percent - from 2,180 

acres to 3,800 acres. 
Simply put, it is a los-
ing proposition for 
nearby neighbors and 
landowners involved 
in the solar project.

We see a clear path 
forward that balances 
property-owner rights 
and neighboring-prop-
erty interests. Adopt-

ing 100-foot setbacks from 
non-participating property 
lines would be twice the 
industry standard of 50 feet 
and would address views-
hed concerns while allow-
ing solar projects to remain 
logistically and economical-
ly feasible.

Secondly, the noise stan-
dard recommended by the 
Joint Planning Commission 
would be impossible for a 
project of any kind to meet. 
One requirement sets a max-
imum noise level of 30 dBa 
at non-participating proper-
ties. Most sound measuring 
equipment does not record 
data below 30 dBa – if you’re 
in a quiet library right now, 
the background noise would 
be roughly 40 decibels.

Solar farms are very quiet, 
and we feel that a sound 
threshold of 50 dBa, quieter 
than standard conversation, 
at non-participating prop-
erties is reasonable. This 

limitation is consistent with 
industry standards and will 
make sure that solar farms 
are not a nuisance to neigh-
boring-property owners.

Finally, we think it’s 
important that the County’s 
decommissioning require-
ments are clear. We support 
decommissioning require-
ments that protect commu-
nities and ensure land is 
returned to its prior condi-
tion. We urge the County 
to increase clarity around 
details such as what kinds 
of documents are needed for 
decommissioning and how 
often they should be updat-
ed. Clear decommissioning 
requirements help develop-
ers finance and build suc-
cessful solar projects.

The Mason County Solar 
Project is an investment of 
more than $200 million dol-
lars that will generate mil-
lions in taxes and landown-
er payments, clean, reliable 
electricity, and up to 400 
construction jobs. We are 
confident in the expertise 
of the Mason County Fiscal 
Court to create an ordinance 
that balances community 
concerns, landowner rights, 
and local investment. We 
look forward to a brighter 
future in Mason County for 
decades to come.

Adam W. Stratton is Director of Solar 
Development for ACCIONA Energy
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