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Our national 
pathology over 
guns is inhuman

Want to know what rage feels 
like?

It’s waking on a Wednesday 
morning on a school day as the 
cable news talking heads sift 
through the latest on the 
shooting at a Texas ele-
mentary school that left 
21 people dead, most of 
them children, and look-
ing at your daughter as she 
gets ready for her final day 
of classes of the year, and 
saying, “Please, God. Not 
today.”

Want to know what it 
feels like to have your heart break?

It’s kissing your daughter good-
bye, reminding her to stay safe, 
having her look back at you, and 
listen as she tells you, with perfect 
clarity, that she’s grown numb to 
the incidents of carnage that have 
made mass casualty drills a reality 
for an entire generation of Ameri-
can schoolchildren.

But then, I’m one of the lucky 
ones.

I got to kiss my daughter good-
bye. For too many families in 
Texas, and in Buffalo, in Phila-
delphia, in Pittsburgh, in every 
American city where our patho-
logical love affair with firearms 
has destroyed lives and ripped 
families apart, there will never 
be another good morning. There 
will never be another good night. 
There will never be another happy 
birthday.

And it doesn’t have to be this 
way. That is the most heartbreak-
ing and maddening thing of all.

At a time when a clear major-
ity of Americans say they want 
Congress to enact stricter gun 
violence reduction measures, bills 
that would do just that are bottled 
up in the narrowly divided U.S. 
Senate.

Insanity, as has been famously 
remarked, is doing the same thing 
over and over again, and hoping 
for a different result. And that is 
the story of our lawmakers’ ongo-
ing inability to pass even the sim-
plest of gun violence reduction 
measures.

And, then, under our very 
noses, we’re hit with another 
Sandy Hook.

And we’ll wring our hands. 
We’ll offer our prayers for the 
dead, and our sympathy to the 
families. And, past being pro-
logue, nothing will change. And 
weeks, or maybe even days later, 
we’ll be back in the same place, 
wondering how such tragedies 
can occur in a nation where they 
happen every day.

That’s not just insanity, it’s utter 
inhumanity, as a wave of social 
media memes since the shooting 
have made clear.

But it doesn’t have to be that 
way.

And it starts with you. It starts 

with me. It starts with every one 
of us, standing up, and saying in 
a loud and clear voice that we’ve 
had enough.

It’s an election year.
Make it clear to the 

people seeking your vote 
that if they don’t support 
expanded background 
checks and closing the gun 
show loophole, they don’t 
get your vote.

Tell them that if they 
don’t back an assault 
weapons ban, or bans 
on expanded magazines, 

they don’t get your vote. Make 
it clear that if they don’t support 
eliminating the filibuster so that 
these bills, or bills expanding vot-
ing rights, can get an actual up 
or down vote in the U.S. Senate, 
then they’re not getting your vote 
either.

Not one of these measures 
will infringe on the rights of law-
abiding gun owners. Anyone 
who says differently, isn’t being 
straight with you. Even the late 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anto-
nin Scalia, in the 2008 Heller deci-
sion, said that while the Second 
Amendment clearly allows for 
Americans to keep and bear arms, 
that right comes with some limits.

“Like most rights, the right 
secured by the Second Amend-
ment is not unlimited,” Scalia 
wrote, even as he sketched out 
exceptions. ” … the right was 
not a right to keep and carry any 
weapon whatsoever in any man-
ner whatsoever and for whatever 
purpose.”

On Tuesday, Sen. Chris Mur-
phy, a Connecticut Democrat who 
represented the families of Sandy 
Hook when he served in the 
House, begged his colleagues to 
reach common ground on reform 
measures.

“I’m here on this floor to beg 
— to literally get down on my 
hands and knees — to beg my col-
leagues. Find a path forward here. 
Work with us to find a way to pass 
laws that make this less likely,” he 
said.

We should not have to beg for 
the answers that are staring us in 
the face. We should not have to 
beg for parents to have the right 
to wake up in the morning and 
not worry that today might be 
their child’s last day on Earth.

We should not have to beg so 
that Black people in Buffalo can 
go to the grocery store safely. We 
should not have to beg so that 
the residents of Philadelphia, 
of Pittsburgh, of Harrisburg, of 
every American city where these 
senseless tragedies unfold daily 
can live safely in their own neigh-
borhoods.

Beg? That time is done. 
Demand it. And don’t settle for 
any other answer but “yes.”

Do you have a personal catch phrase?
Hollywood makes iconic 

catch phrases seem easy.
Whether it’s McGarrett’s 

“Book ‘em, Danno” or Vizzi-
ni’s “Inconceivable!” in “The 
Princess Bride,” we take them 
for granted.

But there is a dismay-
ing amount of trial and 
error behind the rela-
tive handful of utteranc-
es that fully capture the 
public consciousness.

For example, the 
magisterial “Make it 
so” of Captain Jean-
Luc Picard in the “Star 
Trek” universe.

Early versions of Picard’s 
command included “That’s 
what SHE said,” “Pretty please 
with a Romulan cherry on top” 
and first runner-up “That’s the 
way…uh huh uh huh…I like 
it…That’s the way…”

It’s not just fictional char-
acters and celebrities (forgive 
the redundancy) who are 
known by their word choice.

What are the phrases that 
your friends, relatives and 
acquaintances know YOU by?

Don’t feign ignorance. 
Many catch phrases are quite 
deliberate. One of my co-work-
ers customarily answers inqui-
ries about his wellbeing with a 
cheerful “Hangin’ in there like 
a hair in a biscuit.” (Is it mere 
coincidence that the local 
unemployment rate for bald 
bakers has dropped to zero?)

He and I fondly remember a 
customer named Caneer, who 
drove a truck emblazoned 
with the encouraging motto 
“Never fear – Caneer is here.” 
(With today’s fuel prices, Mr. 
Caneer would undoubtedly 

have added, “You push, 
and I’ll steer.”)

A sincere “Lord will-
ing” tacked on at the 
end of a declaration of 
one’s intentions is cer-
tainly commendable, 
although some people 
overdo it. After the 
umpteenth round of 

“I’m going to open my desk 
drawer, Lord willing, and get 
you a paper clip, Lord will-
ing,” the Almighty is likely to 
dispatch an archangel to “give 
him a three-day-pass arm-
band, for cryin’ out loud!”

Other speech patterns are 
unconscious. And self-contra-
dictory. “Imagine that!” isn’t 
exactly the epitome of imagi-
nation. (“Let me get a pulley 
— so you can hold up your 
end of the conversation!”)

We pepper our dialogue 
with a lifetime accumulation 
of movie quotes, fourth-gen-
eration family sayings, stalling 
techniques (“Like, good, you 
know what I mean, morning 
–and stuff”) and similar ver-
biage. And sometimes we’re 
not the most scintillating folks 
to be around.

Admit it: you’ve found 

yourself dreading the tag 
team of “So I said to myself, 
‘Self…’” Guy and “If I’m lyin’, 
I’m fryin’” Guy.” (“Self, see 
if you can ease out the back 
way. Oops. I didn’t mean to 
bump into you, ‘Workin’ hard 
or hardly workin’?” Guy. Are 
you and ‘I’m not one to gossip, 
but…’ Lady still an item?”)

I remember one dearly 
departed codger who habitu-
ally interrupted speakers with 
nods and grunts of “I know it, 
I know it.” It took a little of 
the wind out of his sails when 
a speaker reached his breaking 
point and demanded to know, 
“If you already know it, why 
am I having to explain it to 
you???”

Don’t get me started on the 
expletives (mild and spicy) 
that flow freely based purely 
on muscle memory. (“Whoa! 
I didn’t realize how much my 
swear jar was starting to look 
like Fort Knox.”)

Honestly, as a wordsmith, 
I am self-conscious about 
my speech. I often bite my 
tongue, count to 10 and strive 
to scrub my greetings, prayers 
and responses clean of clichés 
and verbal crutches.

It’s not an easy path, but 
that’s the way uh huh uh huh 
I like it…

Wait! Are you reading hard 
or hardly reading?

Hello? Houston, we have a 
problem.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

There are No Set Backs
To the Editor,
The pro-solar group recently 

had a full page advertisement 
in the paper attempting to 
show defaults in the proposed 
Industrial Solar ordinance 
related to set-backs.

They must think that the 
people of Mason County and 

their commissioners are total-
ly ignorant. 

Most of the foot print of the 
proposed projects are contigu-
ous ( that’s next to each other 
for you solars) properties, 
therefore no set back from the 
property line using the whole 
100 acre farm.

You didn’t need to apologize 
for your reporter stating the 
facts about the solar construc-
tion site in Ohio. They catch 
fire, emitting toxic fumes that 
require large amounts of water 
and are very difficult to con-
trol.

Unhappy Resident


