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Biden’s problem 
isn’t his failure to 
communicate

With public approval 
lodged for months between 
40 and 42 percent and facing 
a midterm election anticipat-
ed to be a seismic disaster, 
President Biden has endured 
an almost Pavlovian 
response from consul-
tants, strategists, aca-
demics and party lead-
ers – sharpen the com-
munications, hone the 
message and sell it to 
the American people.

From Barack Obama 
(a winner) to Hillary 
Clinton (a loser), the 
advice has been: “We have a 
story to tell, go tell it.”

The two are not the only 
voices tumbling incessantly 
from cable television talk 
shows and op-ed pages – all 
singing from the same parti-
san hymnal.

It’s the iconic line from 
“Cool Hand Luke” uttered 
by the southern chain gang 
warden just before his pris-
oner is gunned down: “What 
we have here is a failure to 
communicate.”

Pinning the dismal elec-
tion outlook – a loss of 
upwards of 40 seats in the 
House – on a messaging fail-
ure has become the default 
position. It’s simple, portrays 
its proponents as insightful 
strategists to be heeded, and 
doesn’t require any substan-
tive thought.

Several years ago, a simi-
lar scenario was posed to 
Clinton campaign opera-
tive Paul Begala. Asked to 
account for a gap between 
rhetoric and performance, 
Begala responded succinctly 
and devastatingly direct: 
“The Titanic didn’t have a 
communications problem; it 
had an iceberg problem.”

In other words, it is perfor-
mance that matters, not slo-
ganeering and political spin.

With Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris at the 
helm of their administra-
tion’s Titanic, they guided 
the ship into one iceberg 
collision after another while 
assuring the American peo-
ple to ignore the vessel tak-
ing on water.

Consider their messaging:
– The withdrawal of Amer-

ican troops from Afghanistan 
was a resounding success.

– Inflation was transitory, 
wouldn’t last long and only 
afflicted the wealthy.

– The $2 trillion Build 
Back Better infrastructure 
proposal would cost “zero 
dollars.”

– The surge of illegal immi-
gration across the south-
ern border wasn‘t a serious 
issue.

– Gasoline prices exceed-
ing $5 a gallon is the fault of 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.

– Responsibility for 
unprecedented increases in 
violent crime in large cities 
belonged to his predecessor.

– The COVID-19 pandem-
ic is behind us.

The Titanic sails on, 
though:

– Inflation reached 8.5 per-
cent, the largest increase in 
40 years, and is expected to 
continue.

– The Department of 
Homeland Security esti-

mates that 18,000 to 
20,000 immigrants 
will stream across the 
border daily with the 
repeal of Trump-era 
restrictions.

– Build Back Better 
– the centerpiece of 
the Administration’s 
legislative agenda – 
lies in ashes.

– The military withdrawal 
from Afghanistan left Ameri-
can troops dead and Afghans 
who aided the U.S. stranded 
at the mercy of the Taliban.

– Gasoline costs rose to $4 
a gallon in the months before 
Russia invaded Ukraine, 
after the administration 
assurances the amount of oil 
imported from Russia was 
negligible and shutting it 
down would have no impact.

– As homicide rates soared 
in cities across the coun-
try and video highlights of 
smash and grab burglaries 
of high end establishments 
dominated television and 
internet sites, the adminis-
tration insisted overall crime 
had declined.

– The administration’s pre-
mature declaration of victory 
over the COVID-19 pandem-
ic was followed by an out-
break that sent hospitaliza-
tions and deaths to previous 
levels.

It is not, as strategists and 
consultants insist, a failure 
to communicate, but a skep-
tical and deeply discontent-
ed public that sees for itself 
the chasm that has opened 
between reality and decep-
tion.

Americans are reminded 
every day the administra-
tion’s Titanic is clanging off 
one iceberg after another 
while the captain and first 
mate insist all is well and can 
be explained away easily.

Only the willfully naïve and 
terminally gullible accept the 
Administration rationales, 
explanations that are patent-
ly absurd and highlight the 
massive disconnect between 
the Administration’s rheto-
ric and the everyday experi-
ences of Americans.

It is, perhaps, overly harsh 
to accuse the Administration 
of deliberate lying; rather, 
it is an effort to disguise a 
politically damaging land-
scape by concocting a nar-
rative insisting the situation 
is less worrisome than it 
appears.

Biden’s occasionally errat-
ic performances, though –
forgetting names and events 
and uttering remarks only to 
be rescinded later – under-
mine public confidence in 
him as a spokesperson.

Begala’s Titanic – built to 
be unsinkable – lies on the 
seabed beneath the North 
Atlantic. Biden’s may come 
to rest on the floor of the 
Potomac.

A horrific pandemic story
The information in the fol-

lowing article was not print-
ed by the mainstream media 
in America or other coun-
tries. Why?

December 20, 2021: In a 
stunning 46-page legal 
filing to the Interna-
tional Criminal Court 
on December 6, an 
attorney and seven 
applicants accused 
Anthony Fauci, Peter 
Daszak, Melinda 
Gates, William Gates 
III, and twelve oth-
ers of numerous vio-
lations of the Nuremberg 
Code. These included various 
crimes against humanity and 
war crimes as defined by the 
Rome Statutes, Articles 6, 7, 
8, 15, 21, and 53.

The following excerpts 
were taken directly from 
the court documents online 
at https://filedn.com/lNc-
SErof1HQYvaQ3T6q9gBJ/
D E C % 2 0 2 0 2 1 / i c c - c o m -
plaint-7%20(1).pdf.

BEFORE THE INTER-
NATIONAL CRIMINAL 
COURT (TREATY OF 
ROME STATUTE, ART. 
15.1 AND 53). Subject of 
complaint: Violations of the 
Nuremberg Code.

Based on the extensive 
claims and enclosed docu-
mentation, we charge those 
responsible for numerous 
violations of the Nuremberg 

Code, crimes against human-
ity, war crimes and crimes 
of aggression in the United 
Kingdom, but not limited to 
individuals in these coun-
tries.

Perpetrators: Prime 
Minister for the Unit-
ed Kingdom BORIS 
JOHNSON, Chief Med-
ical Officer for Eng-
land and Chief Medi-
cal Adviser to the UK 
Government CHRIS-
TOPHER WHITTY, 
(former) Secretary of 
State for Health and 

Social Care MATTHEW 
HANCOCK, (current) Secre-
tary of State for Health and 
Social Care SAJID JAVID, 
Chief Executive of Medicines 
and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
JUNE RAINE, Director- 
General of the World Health 
Organisation TEDROS 
ADANHOM GHEBREYE-
SUS, Co- chair of the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion WILLIAM GATES III 
and Co-chair of the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation 
MELINDA GATES, Chair-
man and Chief executive offi-
cer of Pfizer ALBERT BOUR-
LA, Chief Executive Officer 
of AstraZeneca STEPHANE 
BANCEL, Chief Executive 
Officer of Moderna PASCAL 
SORIOT, Chief Executive of 
Johnson and Johnson ALEX 

GORSKY, President of the 
Rockefeller Foundation DR 
RAJIV SHAH, Director of the 
National Institute of Aller-
gy and Infectious Disease 
(NIAID) DR ANTHONY 
FAUCI, Founder and Execu-
tive Chairman of the World 
Economic Forum KLAUS 
SCWAB, President of Eco-
Health Alliance DR PETER 
DASZACK. Victim(s): THE 
PEOPLES OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM.

The following are a few of 
the media outlets that printed 
this story:

“Gates, Fauci, and Daszak 
charged with Genocide in 
Court Filing” by Justus R. 
Hope, MD, in The Desert 
Review on December 20, 
2021, USA newspaper.

“Gates, Fauci, Schwab and 
Daszak charged with Geno-
cide in Court Filing” at www.
europerenaissance.com.

www.riotimesonline.com/
brazi l -news/modern- day -
censorship/covid-19-pharma-
ceutical-giants-gates-fauci-uk-
officials-accused-of-crimes-
against-humanity-in-interna-
tional-criminal-court-com-
plaint/.

My question: Why didn’t 
the mainstream media print 
this horrific story?

Melissa Martin, Ph.D., is a syndicated 
opinion-editorial columnist. She lives in 
southern Ohio.

CARL
GOLDEN

MELISSA
MARTIN

Nobody’s friend
“When a reporter sits 

down at the typewriter, he’s 
nobody’s friend.”

— Theodore White, Ameri-
can political journalist, 
historian and author

We recently pub-
lished an article regard-
ing solar on the front 
page of the Wednesday, 
April 20, 2022, Ledger 
Independent that had 
some biased leanings 
in it.

It is not the position 
of the paper, or its leader-
ship, to do such things out-
side of the Opinion page. As 
publisher, I take ownership of 
having allowed that to happen 
and I want to go on record 
that we have no biased for or 
against solar within our com-
munity. It’s our responsibility 
to report facts, and facts alone 
as it concerns this issue with-
in our community. I believe 

we missed the mark with this 
article.

It should be noted that 
we as a public media entity 

don’t win either way. 
I’ve heard from sev-
eral people expressing 
their dissatisfaction 
regarding the article 
and its placement. With 
respect to that, I’m sure 
the article made those 
who aren’t in favor of 
solar happy. However, 
it’s not our job to make 

anyone “happy,” our job is to 
provide local news and infor-
mation in an unbiased and un-
opinionated way. Sometimes 
that’s hard, and let’s face it, 
we all have implicit biases and 
opinions. They just shouldn’t 
appear on the front page of 
our newspaper.

When we write something 
we put our name on it and it 
is there for all to see, we must 

stand by both the good and 
bad when it’s written. We are 
human, just as those of you 
reading this, and we will make 
mistakes. Ours are harder to 
take back once they’re out 
there for all of you to see. It’s 
my hope that you’ll see this 
as our way of acknowledging 
when we could have been bet-
ter, trying to look forward, 
and working on doing our best 
at bringing you local news and 
information in an unbiased 
way.

As always, we love our 
readers and their passions 
toward our community and 
issues that are important to 
them. I’m amazed when I hear 
people say, “no one reads the 
newspaper anymore.” I guess 
that’s true until it impacts 
something they’re passionate 
about. I want to thank our 
loyal readers for never letting 
us down.

ROD BAKER, 
PUBLISHER

Vote no on solar
Solar system will destroy 

May’s Lick and Mason Coun-
ty, we’ll lose property value by 
80 percent or more. We should 
vote to reject solar in Mason 
County.

More, please
If you need any money see 

our state representative Law-
rence, he just voted himself a 
huge pay raise for a part-time 
job. That’s a disgrace, people 
that work for the taxpayers 
raising their own salary.

Abbott for president
I would like to say the Texas 

Governor Mr. Abbott would 
make a good candidate for 
President of the United States. 
We need a Republican and 
Trump has been impeached 
twice so we can’t have him.

HOW YOU SEE IT




