
M O W RY S T O W N , 
Ohio — On May 4, the 
Joint Planning Commis-
sion will vote on a pro-
posed draft of the Mason 
County large-scale solar 
farm ordinance, which 
will then be sent to the 
Mason County Fiscal 
Court for approval, rejec-
tion or modification.

At recent JPC meet-
ings, the pros and cons 
of allowing thousands of 
Mason County acres to 
be used for a relatively 
new industry in this 
part of the country were 
discussed and debated. 
Since the electricity cre-
ated from these possible 
solar sites will go to the 
grid, and not lower ener-
gy costs for local resi-
dents, and the number 
of long-term jobs is rela-
tively small compared 
to other businesses, 

the main benefit being 
touted by pro-solar pro-
ponents is tax revenue. 
But no concrete num-
bers have been provided 
to the JCP or Mason 
County officials to date.

The industry could 
create a windfall for resi-
dents signing leases with 
the solar companies.

Commissioner David 
Reed raised questions 
about the safety of allow-
ing the solar industry 
into the midst of a resi-
dential community by 

giving data over the 
course of several spe-
cial JPC meetings about 
toxic runoff, the pos-
sibility of deadly fires 
relating to the enormous 
battery packs, the threat 
of more sinkholes and 
other potential health 
hazards to residents in 
areas where these farms 
are located.

With the fate of May’s 
Lick’s prime agricultural/
residential land resting 
on the shoulders of coun-
ty officials in the coming 

weeks, it’s a good time to 
take a look northward at 
an area where industrial 
solar farms are currently 
under construction.

About 34 miles north 
of Maysville is Mowrys-
town, Ohio, where only 
a couple of miles away, 
Willowbrook Solar Farm 
is building a 150-mega-
watt solar-powered elec-
tric generation farm. 
The facility, comprising 
2,200 acres of privately 
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Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 

See HOSPITAL | A2

See PLAN | A3

See SHELTER | A3

See THOMPSON | A2

Amish School Benefit
Supper & Auction
Fri. April 22nd
Dinner: 4:30-7
Auction starts: 5:30
At Amish Scenic View School, 
on Rt 324 @ 6398 Helena Road, 
Mayslick

Woman held in 
Brown County 
stabbing incident

GEORGETOWN, Ohio 
—A woman has been arrest-
ed and charged in connec-
tion with the stabbing of a 
man Friday in Lewis Town-
ship, according to Brown 
County Sheriff Gordon Ellis.

Deputies responded at 
about 11 a.m. to reports of 
a stabbing at 664 Roberson 
Road, Lewis Township, Ellis 
said. Upon arrival, they dis-
covered a Honda Civic four-
door vehicle bearing an Ohio 
license plate and parked in 
the driveway of that resi-
dence. Near that vehicle was 
a male subject, later identi-
fied as John P. Mott, 61, on 
the ground near the Honda 
Civic, officials said. Mott 
was suffering from multiple 
stab wounds in his lower 
abdomen and neck officials 
said.

In the roadway not far 
from Mott, a woman later 
identified as Cheri Richards, 
55, was taken into custody, 
according to information 
from Ellis’ office.

The investigation into the 

i n c i d e n t 
r e v e a l e d 
that Mott 
was a pas-
senger in 
the Honda 
Civic with 
Richards, 

who was operating the 
vehicle. The vehicle stopped 
in the driveway of 664 Rob-
erson Road and Richards 
exited the vehicle and alleg-
edly stabbed Mott multiple 
times, Ellis said.

A knife of approximately 
10-12 inches in length was 
recovered at the scene, offi-
cials said.

Richards is currently 
being held at the Brown 
County Jail under a 
$750,000 cash bond on 
charges of attempted mur-
der and felonious assault, 
according to Brown County 
Jail records.

Mott was transported via 
Air Care to University Hos-
pital in Cincinnati. His cur-
rent medical status has not 
been released. officials said.

The investigation into the 
incident is ongoing.

Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com 
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Lawrence announces $15.3 
million in road, infrastructure 
projects in Mason County

FRANKFORT — 
Mason County will receive 
$15,348,000 in funding 
for road and infrastruc-
ture projects, according 
to information from State 
Rep. William Lawrence of 
Maysville.

The announcement 
comes the day after law-
makers adjourned a legisla-
tive session that resulted in 
a fiscally responsible state 
spending plan that makes 
significant investments 
upgrading and replacing 
the state’s outdated infra-
structure, including trans-
portation, water and waste 
water, and broadband, he 
said.

“I am extremely pleased 
to share this news and glad 
that we were able to get 
these projects into the road 
budget. Every dollar we 
spend on roads and infra-
structure is an investment 
in our communities,” said 
Lawrence.

The funding is part of HB 
242, which provides more 
than $2.9 billion for the 
maintenance and construc-
tion of state roads over the 
next two years. The mea-
sure also includes $370 mil-
lion for the rehabilitation 
and construction of bridges 
and sets aside $250 million 
to match federal dollars for 
mega projects in Northern, 
Eastern, and Western Ken-
tucKentucky.

The Mason County allo-

cation is earmarked for the 
following projects:

- $2 million for a new 
fully controlled access route 
from US 68 near Washing-
ton East to Kentucky 11 
including a new I-Chng at 
Kentucky 11

- $2,000,000 new fully 
controlled access route 
from Kentucky 11 North-
east to Kentucky 9 includ-
ing new I-Chng at Ken-
tucky 9

- $90,000 to install guard-
rail on Kentucky 1448

- $572,000 for a bridge 
project on Kennedy Creek 
Road At Kennedy Creek

- $8 million to address 
cables and other deficien-
cies on William Harsha 
Bridge over the Ohio River. 
(Joint Project With Ohio 18 
percent)

- $2.1 million for a bridge 
project on US-62X at Ohio 
River-Maysville- CSX R

- $560,000 to improve 
safety and operational effi-
ciency of the intersection 
of Kentucky 9 and US 62 in 
Maysville

These projects come on 
the heels of other infra-
structural updates that 
are happening within this 
fiscal year. In addition to 
the appropriation for fis-
cal years 2023 and 2024, 
Mason County received 
$96,000 to install guard-
rail on US-62, $106,000 
for guardrail on Ken-

The construction phase of large-scale solar farms creates heavy dust and the potential of traffic issues for local residents.
The Ledger Independent, Karen Ann Hopkins

Dozens of bulldozers are lined up and ready to go at the Willowbrook Solar Farm Site.

Solar farm construction woes 
the reality for local residents

Karen Ann Hopkins
khopkins@cmpapers.com 

See SOLAR | 2A

See LAWRENCE | 3A

TOLLESBORO — 
When stay-at-home 
orders were implement-
ed and meat processing 
plants began shutting 
down across the United 
States due to the coro-
navirus, people were 
forced to alter their way 
of doing things.

Many gravitated 
towards the self-suffi-
cient lifestyle of home-
steading.

History has shown 
that when inflation rises, 
people look for differ-
ent ways to save money, 

and producing your own 
food is a good way to do 
that.

Homesteading opera-
tions come in all shapes 
and sizes, from an 
urban couple growing 
vegetables in their tiny 
backyard and keeping a 
few chickens for eggs to 
large family farms in the 
country raising herds of 
cattle, goats and sheep.

Ongoing food shortag-
es have compelled peo-
ple who normally don’t 
raise their own food to 
plant a garden, buy a 
flock of chickens or start 

Homesteading makes a comeback as the economy falters
Karen Ann Hopkins
khopkins@cmpapers.com 

Mylah and Knox with their Jersey heifer, Nettie.

Photos courtesy of Shanna Mason

See COMEBACK | 3A
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www.timshortmaysville.com

Check US out…Quality Pre -owned Vehicles
TIM SHORT AUTOPLEX of MAYSVILLE

into a
 New Car 

TruCk
or SuV

Hours :
9 am - 7 pm Mon.-Fri. 

9 am - 5 pm Sat.

Grassroots

In Kentucky, being 
grassroots is fertile 
ground for success.

Mason County is one of ten charter 
counties in farm bureau.

545 TucKer Dr. MaysvIlle, Ky. 
606-759-055

Rick Pumpelly

We have a safe and convenient medication 
packaging solution that can help.

•	 Eliminates	the	need	to	create	your	own	pill	box
•	 Detachable	Individual	packs	to	take	on	the	go
•	 Can	serve	up	to	4	different	dosage	times	a	day

912 Kenton Station Dr, 
Maysville, KY 41056 

606-759-0700 
www.masonfamilydrug.com

Need Help Managing Your Meds?

620 N Maysville St, Mt Sterling KY 40353
(859) 497-2100Gateway Cycles .com

Dirt Bikes

 $799

Free 
Helmet

with dirtbike 
purchase

Maysville Ky  
606-564-6836

Carol Jeans 
Flower Shop

We’re Open 
Ornamental Concrete & Gifts

8355 Maysville Rd, Carlisle, Kentucky
(859)289-6888 • allisonsgifts.com

Gifts • quilts • Rada knives • Wind chimes 
Wall hanGinGs • flaGs •  siGns • fountains 

• ReliGious Gifts • Gifts foR Pets
metal/Wood aRt • seasonal items • much moRe

Open Thurs, Fri, Sat 10am-5pm
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REGIONAL FORECAST
Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures 
are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

UV INDEX TODAY

RIVER LEVELS

ALMANAC

MAYSVILLE 5-DAY FORECAST

WEATHER TRIVIA™

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV 
Index™ number, the greater the need for eye 
and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 3-5 Moderate;
6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.

Source: Airnow.gov

Temperature  (in °F)

Precipitation  (in inches)

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Ohio River

Licking River

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

0-50, Good; 51-100, Moderate; 
101-150, Unhealthy for sensitive 

groups; 151-200, Unhealthy; 201-300, 
Very unhealthy; 301-500, Hazardous.

AIR QUALITY

SUN AND MOON
65/55

65/55
65/56

62/53

65/56

61/52

69/48

59/51

60/51

64/52
61/52

64/56

66/56

61/57

67/58

64/54

63/53
64/53

64/51

63/53

62/52

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2022
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MORNING

Cloudy and warmer

54

AFTERNOON

Sun through high 
clouds and warmer

61

EVENING

Cloudy

63
51

THURSDAY

More clouds than sun

79
55

FRIDAY

Mostly cloudy and 
warmer

80
60

SATURDAY

Very warm with partial 
sunshine

82
58

SUNDAY

Partly sunny, a thunder-
storm; warm

8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m.

Q: What year had the greatest 
number of fatalities from tornadoes?

A: 1925; 792 lives were lost

Statistics for Monday

High/low 45/34
Normal high/low 67/45
Record high 88 in 1977
Record low 18 in 1875

Monday   0.52
Month to date 2.72
Normal month to date 2.59
Year to date 13.50
Normal year to date 13.22

1 2 3 6 4 1
 Today Thu.

 Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr
 Stage yest. chg.

 Today Thu.  Today Thu.

Ashland 64 52 pc 64 53 c
Athens, OH 60 49 c 61 47 c
Booneville 70 55 pc 67 55 c
Bowling Green 67 58 c 72 57 sh
Charleston, WV 65 51 pc 67 50 c
Chillicothe, OH 60 51 c 63 48 c
Cincinnati 62 53 c 67 53 c
Columbus 58 50 c 64 49 r
Cumberland 64 51 pc 64 52 c
Dayton, OH 59 53 c 65 53 r
Florence 61 52 c 63 51 c
Frankfort 65 55 pc 66 53 c
Georgetown, KY 65 55 pc 64 55 c
Glasgow 67 57 c 67 55 c
Henderson 62 55 c 67 58 c
Hopkinsville 65 56 c 72 57 c
Huntington, WV 64 52 c 68 51 c
Lexington 65 56 c 66 57 c
Louisville 66 56 c 69 57 c
Madison, IN 63 53 c 64 54 c
Madisonville 64 56 c 68 58 c
Mayfi eld 62 56 c 73 61 c
Middlesboro 69 48 pc 73 46 pc
Owensboro 64 56 c 67 57 c
Paducah 61 57 c 71 61 c
Pikeville 69 55 pc 67 53 c
Portsmouth, OH 63 54 c 64 49 c
Richmond 67 56 pc 65 52 c
Springfi eld, OH 57 51 c 63 49 c
Washington, OH 58 51 c 62 48 c
Wilmington, OH 57 51 c 61 50 r
Winchester 65 55 pc 65 55 c

Lloyd Greenup Lock 54 12.76 +0.09
Portsmouth 50 24.00 +0.75
Maysville 50 34.83 +0.05
Meldahl Dam 51 23.67 -0.64
Cincinnati 52 30.95 -0.57

Cave Run Farmers -- 3.63 +0.12
Blue Licks Spring 25 9.48 +0.86
McKinneysburg 33 8.74 +0.16

Anchorage 43 32 s 46 37 pc
Atlanta 72 54 pc 77 57 pc
Atlantic City 57 48 s 56 52 pc
Baltimore 63 45 s 68 51 pc
Boise 63 44 pc 56 38 sh
Boston 57 40 s 59 49 pc
Buffalo 49 41 pc 55 40 sh
Charleston, SC 69 51 s 75 56 pc
Charlotte 69 47 s 76 53 pc
Chicago 53 48 r 68 49 pc
Cleveland 54 48 pc 63 47 c
Dallas 85 70 pc 85 69 pc
Denver 71 42 pc 77 49 s
Detroit 51 47 pc 67 45 sh
Hartford 57 33 s 60 45 pc
Honolulu 82 71 c 82 73 c
Houston 82 71 c 86 70 pc
Indianapolis 59 51 c 70 54 c
Jackson, MS 75 60 c 83 59 pc
Kansas City 64 48 sh 75 62 t
Las Vegas 83 62 s 81 55 pc
Little Rock 68 63 t 80 64 pc
Los Angeles 69 51 s 67 53 pc
Memphis 67 61 sh 80 63 t

Miami 81 73 s 83 74 pc
Milwaukee 51 47 r 65 43 pc
Minneapolis 48 37 sh 56 41 pc
Nashville 68 57 pc 76 59 sh
New Orleans 80 70 c 84 67 pc
New York 59 45 s 60 50 pc
Oklahoma City 87 64 pc 82 65 c
Omaha 65 40 sh 74 54 pc
Orlando 78 65 s 82 67 pc
Philadelphia 60 46 s 67 52 pc
Phoenix 90 66 s 92 62 s
Pittsburgh 55 48 pc 62 46 sh
Portland, ME 53 33 s 52 45 c
Portland, OR 54 46 r 58 42 r
Providence 58 37 s 59 48 pc
Sacramento 70 53 c 62 46 r
St. Louis 58 54 t 75 63 c
Salt Lake City 65 54 s 72 45 pc
San Diego 65 54 s 67 57 pc
San Francisco 66 54 c 60 49 r
Seattle 52 41 r 54 40 r
Tampa 85 67 s 86 67 s
Washington, DC 61 47 s 69 54 pc
Wichita 79 59 c 77 65 t
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 Today Thu.
Sunrise 6:52 a.m. 6:51 a.m.
Sunset 8:16 p.m. 8:17 p.m.
Moonrise 12:08 a.m. 1:19 a.m.
Moonset 9:32 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Last New First Full

Apr 23 Apr 30 May 8 May 15

NATIONAL FORECAST

Shown are today’s 
noon positions of 
weather systems and 
precipitation. Temperature 
bands are highs for the day.
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owned land in Brown and 
Highland counties, began 
construction in November 
of 2o21 and is expected to 
be completed by February 
2023.

Willowbrook Solar 
Farm’s website states the 
property was picked as a 
good location for the hun-
dreds of thousands of solar 
panels because it’s gener-

ally level and open terrain, 
adjacent to a point on the 
regional electric transmis-
sion system.

The company is right 
about the lay of the land 
where construction is tak-
ing place — it’s as flat as a 
pancake and the transmis-
sion lines run right across 
the site.

If you’re driving through 
the area, you won’t miss 
the solar farm. The first tip-
off as you approach is the 
heavy dust billowing into 
the sky. Next, you’ll see doz-
ens of large bulldozers lined 
up and tons of materials 
stacked in huge construc-
tion zones — formally open 
cropland — spreading the 
distance of several miles on 
both sides of the roadways.

The movement of 
machinery and equipment 
can be disruptive to local 
traffic and with thousands 
of acres of topsoil removed, 
there could be issues with 
blowing dirt and dust over 
the entire area during the 
15-month construction 
period.

Noticeably, there are rela-
tively few residential homes 

within the main construc-
tion zone compared to the 
2,500 acres on Raymond 
Road in May’s Lick, where 
the Kentucky Public Service 
Commission confirmed 
the solar company, AEUG 
Mason Solar, LLC, has filed 
their Notice of Intent to File 
an Application for Certifica-
tion of Construction, which 
impacts a much larger num-
ber of personal property 
owners.

And unlike the Willow-
brook site, May’s Lick is 
comprised of rolling land 
where a lot more ground 
will need to be moved in 
order to facilitate the use of 
solar panels.

According to the Ohio 
Power Sitting Board, only 
two solar facilities are cur-
rently operational in Ohio 
— one in Harden County 
and the other in Brown 
County — but at least 20 
solar farms are currently in 
the pre-application or pend-
ing status and 26 more are 
approved.

Because of commu-
nity push-back against the 
industry which citizens say 
ruins lush landscape, threat-

ens the environment, drops 
property values and can 
even produce dangerous 
glare affecting drivers, local 
input will be more involved 
in the planning for solar 
and wind facilities in Ohio 
following the passing of 
Senate Bill 52. The bill was 
signed by Governor Mike 
DeWine and took effect on 
Oct. 10, 2021. S.B. 52 also 
allows counties to ban solar 
and wind facilities from all 
or part of their territory, and 
gives counties and town-
ships a seat and vote on the 
board’s solar or wind cases, 
holding renewable projects 
to a higher standard than 
fossil fuel infrastructure.

Going a step further, S.B. 
52 requires a decommis-
sioning plan prepared by 
a registered professional 
engineer to be submit-
ted to the OPSB 60 days 
before construction. The 
plan must include a list 
of responsible parties, a 
schedule for decommission-
ing not to extend beyond 
12 months after the utility 
facility ceases operations, 
and an estimate of the full 
costs of decommissioning, 

without the inclusion of sal-
vage value. A performance 
bond equal to the estimate 
of decommissioning is 
required to be posted and 
updated every five years.

S.B. 52 represents a mon-
umental change to the siting 
of wind and solar in Ohio. 
With new requirements, 
timing components, and 
processes, it will be vital for 
developers to understand 
the critical components and 
details of the law before 
construction begins.

Pro-solar supporters 
compare a solar industrial 
project to any other con-
struction industrial site, but 
there’s a huge difference. 
Solar farms consist of thou-
sands of acres that are pep-
pered throughout an entire 
community, rather than 
being located in one par-
ticular spot, the way most 
industries are.

If the Fiscal Court passes 
the large-scale solar farm 
ordinance recommended 
by the JPC, for upwards of 
a year, residents of May’s 
Lick will be impacted by 
construction zones.
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Solar Fort 
Campbell 
to celebrate 
Week of the 
Eagles next 
month

FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. 
(AP) — Fort Campbell will 
celebrate the 80th anniver-
sary of the 101st Airborne 
Division during the Week 
of the Eagles next month at 
the Army post on the Ken-
tucky-Tennessee border.

The 101st was activated 
at Camp Claiborne, Loui-
siana, in 1942. Maj Gen. 
William C. Lee was the 
first commanding gen-
eral and said the division 
would be called on when 
the need was “immediate 
and extreme.” He said the 
soldiers would “fall on its 
enemies like a thunderbolt 
from the skies,” the 101st 
said in a news release.

Maj. Gen. J.H. Cushman 
hosted the first Week of the 
Eagles in the 1970s, a year 
after the 101st returned 
from Vietnam. The event 
celebrated the division’s 
combat readiness and 
featured displays, tours, 
reviews and unit-on-unit 
military skills competi-
tions, the release said.

Veterans and current 
soldiers from the division 
come together to celebrate 
the event, which is being 
held this year from May 20 
to 26.




