
WEATHER 2A
OBITUARIES  4A
SPORTS 5A

FRIDAY PHOTOS 1B
COMICS  4B
CLASSIFIEDS 6B

$1.50 • VOLUME 54, ISSUE XXX • A CHAMPION MEDIA LLC NEWSPAPER • COPYRIGHT 2022 FOLLOW US ONLINE:  FACEBOOK.COM/LEDGERINDEPENDENT  TWITTER.COM/LEDGERNEWSROOM  INSTAGRAM.COM/INDEPENDENT_INSIDERS

 ■ Stay connected to local, regional 
and world events online.

Ponto the office dog says:  
The less you respond to negative people, 
the more peaceful your life will become.

DISCOVER 
DIGITAL

 SUNSHINE 46 • 38 FORECAST, 2A  |                                                                 |  maysville-online.com

AT MAYSVILLE-ONLINE.COM

Friday, April 1, 2022

To access our online products, subscribers must activate their digital account, call (606) 564-9091.
Find breaking news updates on our website, as well as a daily replica of our paper in our eEdition for both printed and digital days.

TO START YOUR SUBSCRIPTION  Visit us at maysville-online.com/subscribe
or call (606) 564-9091 x1243

Robert Roe
Demystifying the Mysterious For The Modern 
Man And Woman
PAGE 2B

Friday Photos Page
One lone pink crocus in a sea of Golden Echo daffodils
PAGE 1B

THE

INDEPENDENT
LEDGER

WEATHER A2
REGION/BUSINESS  A3
OBITUARIES A4

SPORTS B5�B7
OPINION  B3
CLASSIFIEDS B10

 � Lifestyle features remain at your 
� ngertips online.

Ponto the offi  ce dog says: 
Worry often gives a small thing a 
big shadow.

DISCOVER 
DIGITAL AT MAYSVILLE�ONL INE.COM

$1.25  VOLUME 52, ISSUE  024  A CHAMPION MEDIA LLC NEWSPAPER  COPYRIGHT 2020 FOLLOW US ONLINE:  FACEBOOK.COM/LEDGERINDEPENDENT  TWITTER.COM/LEDGERNEWSROOM  INSTAGRAM.COM/INDEPENDENT_INSIDERS

CraftForce�s Justin Denham
Young Professionals Spotlight series
LIFESTYLE, PAGE B1

Big savings inside
Coupons worth $183 (in most areas)
SEE INSERTS

 MOSTLY CLOUDY, A SHOWER 43 36 FORECAST, A2  |                                                                 |  maysville�online.comSATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2020

!"#$ %&'()*
+),-!#.%!($(#/(-$%0%%12#(

&344%565786979:85 Visit us on 
facebook

"$;<%
'(#(=

"$;<%
'(#(=

183 Wal-Mart Way • Maysville, KY • 606-759-0076 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 am- 10 pm    Sun. noon- 8 pm

Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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G&S to invest $9 million in Maysville facility
In a joint announce-

ment Thursday, Ken-
tucky Gov. Andy Beshear, 
G&J Pepsi-Cola Bottlers 
Inc. and Mason County 
Judge-Executive Owen 
McNeill said the compa-

ny plans to invest nearly 
$9 million in a new facil-
ity in Maysville.

The facility will create 
approximately 73 jobs 
and at least 45 of those 
positions will be allocated 
to Kentuckians, officials 
said.

“It’s no secret that Ken-

tucky’s ideal geographic 
location continues to 
attract high-quality busi-
nesses and jobs to the 
commonwealth,” Bes-
hear said. “This commit-
ment by G&J Pepsi-Cola 
Bottlers is an incredible 
example of a company 
continuing to believe in 

Kentucky’s workforce and 
ability to deliver their 
product to customers 
quickly and efficiently.”

“We are so excited 
about having a physical 
presence in the city of 
Maysville that will allow 
us to grow our business 
while creating additional 

jobs and investing in the 
local community,” said 
Tim Trant, G&J Pepsi 
chief executive officer. 
“Ultimately, we will be 
able to better serve our 
customers across Ken-
tucky and southeastern 
Ohio.”

“Today is another suc-

cess for Maysville and 
Mason County Ken-
tucky,” McNeill said. 
“We’re incredibly pleased 
G&J Pepsi has chosen 
Mason County for their 
new, updated opera-
tions. This announce-

Museum-lovers gath-
ered from around the 
area to attend the annual 
Charter Reception at 
the Kentucky Gateway 
Museum Center recent-
ly.

Tasty hors-d’oeuvres, 
lively jazz music from 
Tom and Anne Stephens, 
and the charming setting 
of the museum created 
a splendid reception for 
charter members this 
year.

Anne Pollitt, the muse-
um’s Reference Register, 

explained the museum 
was established in 1878 
and the first Charter 
Reception event was 
held in 1997.

KYGMC offers won-
drous collections, 
regional artifacts, a his-
torical library and engag-
ing exhibits, along with 

a world-class miniatures 
collection and the Old 
pogue Experience. 

You can take a virtual 
tour at Kygmc.org or 
visit in person, Tuesday - 
Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The museum is locat-
ed on Sutton Street in 
downtown Maysville.

Celebrating the KYGMC at 
this year’s Charter Reception
Karen Ann Hopkins
khopins@cmpapers.com 

Tom and Anne Stephens provided live music for the event in the foyer.

Karen Ann Hopkins

Man allegedly 
confesses to 
killing uncle

GEORGETOWN, Ohio 
— Brown County Sher-
iff Gordon Ellis’s office 
is investigating a shoot-
ing Wednesday which 
left one person dead and 
another wounded.

A third man has been 
charged in connection 
with the shootings, 
police said.

Just before 7 p.m., 
Wednesday, the Brown 
County Dispatch Center 
received a 911 call from 
an open line at 5040 Ohio 
286, Mount Orab, Ohio. 
Dispatchers said they 
could hear screaming in 
the background but that 
no specific information 
was provided as the call-
er stopped speaking.

BCSO deputies 
responded to the location 
where the call originated 
and the first deputy on 
the scene was advised 
by witnesses that a male 
subject, later identified 
as Jay Smith, who resides 
at 3836 Zinsle Avenue, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, had 
been shot. 

Deputy M. Ervin locat-
ed a camper beside the 
residence and entered 
the camper where he 
located Smith who had 
suffered multiple gun-
shot wounds to the chest 
and abdomen area. Ervin 
requested a life squad 
to respond, according 
to information from the 
sheriff.

It was then witnesses 
advised Ervin that a sus-

pect, later 
i d e n t i -
fied as 
Sherman 
S m i t h 
IV, 56, 
of 5040 
Ohio 286, 

Mount Orab, had shot 
the victim. Ervin imme-
diately placed Sherman 
Smith IV under arrest 
and secured him in his 
marked patrol vehicle. 
At this time, the life 
squad arrived and pro-
vided immediate life-
saving measures. The life 
squad began to transport 
Jay Smith to Clermont 
Mercy Hospital but he 
died en route to the facil-
ity, officials said.

Police said Sherman 
Smith IV was inter-
viewed and confessed to 
shooting Jay Smith.

Sherman Smith IV also 
allegedly attempted to 
shoot Ervin Smith, 73, 
of 4992 Ohio 286, Mount 
Orab. Sherman Smith IV 
fired one round at Ervin 
Smith but missed, offi-
cials said.

Sherman Smith IV is 
the nephew of both Jay 
Smith and Ervin Smith, 
according to the sheriff’s 
office.

Sherman Smith IV 
has been charged with 
aggravated murder and 
attempted murder. He is 
currently being held at 
the Brown County Jail. 
Other charges may be 
filed as a result of the 
ongoing investigation 
into this incident, offi-
cials said.

Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com 

Sherman Smith

Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com 

Fleming County Judge-Executive expresses concern over industrial solar

Industrial solar farms 
could soon be built in 
Mason County, and — 
depending on who you 
ask — the industry could 
create a huge windfall for 
some residents or could 
lead to lower property 

values, destruction of the 
county’s aesthetic value 
and environmental dan-
gers.

The Biden administra-
tion’s proposed decar-
bonization goals have 
created a strong push for 
renewable energy and 
some local residents are 

fighting back against the 
encroachment of “green” 
technology into farm-
lands that have always 
been used to grow food 
for people and livestock.

Mason County solar 
farm supporters point to 
the tax revenue they say 
will be generated from the 

6,000 to 10,000 or more 
acres of leases being dis-
cussed, but no concrete 
numbers have been pro-
vided to the JPC. Since 
the industry is relatively 
new, very little data is 
available to commission-
ers who are charged with 
considering the impact 

and ramifications of such 
a massive zoning project 
in Mason County.

The 30-year term leas-
es are confidential, and 
it’s not even known the 
exact amount of acreage 
impacted or the lease 
values. The lease com-
pensation amounts vary 

between solar compa-
nies, ranging from $300 - 
$2,000 per acre, per year 
nationally, with closer 
to home figures landing 
between $400 and $750. 
The secrecy regarding the 
terms of the leases adds 

Karen Ann Hopkins
khopins@cmpapers.com 

See INVEST | 3A

See SOLAR | 2A



FROM THE FRONT THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT2A    Friday, April 1, 2022

2003 Old Main St., Maysville, KY     606-759-7878     Fax: 606-759-1808

Accepting New Patients
Accept Most Insurance Plans

Competitive Pricing for Uninsured

Family Practice 
associates

Dr. Gallenstein III, M.D.

1694 US 68, Maysville  Ky • 606-759-0439   
www.timshortmaysville.com

Check US out…Quality Pre -owned Vehicles
TIM SHORT AUTOPLEX of MAYSVILLE

into a
 New Car 

TruCk
or SuV

Hours :
9 am - 7 pm Mon.-Fri. 

9 am - 5 pm Sat.

620 N Maysville St, Mt Sterling KY 40353
(859) 497-2100Gateway Cycles .com

Dirt Bikes

 $799

Free 
Helmet

with dirtbike 
purchase

ROD BAKER, Publisher
rbaker@cmpapers.com, ext. 1291
MARY ANN KEARNS, Editor
mkearns@cmpapers.com, ext. 1270
JENNIFER DONAHUE, Director of
Operations and Advertising
jdonahue@cmpapers.com, ext. 1240
EVAN DENNISON, Sports Editor
edennison@cmpapers.com, ext. 1273
CHAD SHELTON, Production/IT Manager
cshelton@cmpapers.com, ext. 1224

News
Story ideas, news tips, etc., should be called 
in to the newsroom between 10 a.m. and
6 p.m. Call 564-9091.
Delivery problems
Circulation Customer Service:
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.-10 a.m. Saturday.
For redelivery of missed copies within a 
10-mile radius, call 606-564-9091, ext. 1243 
before 10 a.m.
Comments, Letters
The Ledger Independent welcomes and 
encourages comments from its readers 
on a wide variety of local, regional state, 
national and international issues. Letters to 
the editor should be typed, double-spaced 
and mailed to the Editor, The Ledger 
Independent, 120 Limestone St., Maysville, 
KY 41056.
The newspaper reserves the right to edit all 
letters and comments for libelous, obscene 
or other inappropriate material.
Corrections
The Ledger Independent seeks to correct 
all significant errors brought to the editor’s 
attention. If you have a question or correc-
tion on news coverage, contact Mary Ann 
Kearns, managing editor.

Subscriptions
Periodical postage paid at Maysville, KY. I 
understand that delivery and billing will con-
tinue beyond the initial order period unless I 
contact the newspaper at 564-9091. Rates 
may change after introductory offer period. 
Subscription rates are subject to change.
Postmaster/Subscribers
Please send notice of address change or 
correction by enclosing mailing address 
label, plus new address, two to four weeks 
in advance to: The Ledger Independent, 120 
Limestone St., Maysville, KY 41056.
Back Copies
Back issues of The Ledger Independent are 
for sale at our office at 120 Limestone St. in 
Maysville, The Ledger Independent keeps 
a file of back issues for at least one month 
and can often provide newspapers up to a 
year after publication.
Advertising
To purchase display or classified advertis-
ing in the The Ledger Independent, call 
one of the numbers listed above and an 
advertising representative will be happy to 
serve you.
Advertising deadlines
Placement and cancellation deadlines for 
classified in-column line ads for Tuesday-
Thursday are accepted until 2 p.m. the day 
before publication. Classified in-column ads 
for Saturday are accepted until 11 a.m. the 
day before publication.
Ads for Monday are accepted until 2 p.m. 
the Friday before publication. Ads for the 
Advertiser are accepted until 3 p.m. the 
Thursday prior to publication.
Display advertising is accepted until 2 p.m. 
daily, 48 hours before publication date.
Ads that require color, proofs or special 
camera work require an additional 24 hours 
added to the above deadline. Deadline 
for The Advertiser is noon on the prior 
Thursday.

Founded 1968 | A Champion Media LLC Newspaper
120 Limestone St., Maysville, KY 41056

maysville-online.com/news/opinion 
(606) 564-9091

ROD BAKER Publisher
rbaker@cmpapers.com ext. 1291

MARY ANN KEARNS  
Editor

mkearns@cmpapers.com
ext. 1270

JENNIFER MARSHALL  
Director of Operations and Advertising

jmarshall@cmpapers.com
ext. 1240

CHAD SHELTON  
Production/IT Manager

cshelton@cmpapers.com
ext. 1224

EVAN DENNISON  
Sports Editor

edennison@cmpapers.com
ext. 1273

Carlisle

Frankfort
Lexington

Ripley

Hopkinsville

West Union

Middlesboro

Mowrystown

Georgetown

Ashland
Florence

Owensboro

Louisville

Paducah

Bowling Green

Flemingsburg

Mount Olivet
Vanceburg

Cumberland

Maysville

Maysville

Brooksville

REGIONAL FORECAST
Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures 
are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

UV INDEX TODAY

RIVER LEVELS

ALMANAC

MAYSVILLE 5-DAY FORECAST

WEATHER TRIVIA™

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV 
Index™ number, the greater the need for eye 
and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 3-5 Moderate;
6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.

Source: Airnow.gov

Temperature  (in °F)

Precipitation  (in inches)

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Ohio River

Licking River

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

0-50, Good; 51-100, Moderate; 
101-150, Unhealthy for sensitive 

groups; 151-200, Unhealthy; 201-300, 
Very unhealthy; 301-500, Hazardous.

AIR QUALITY

SUN AND MOON
49/30

50/30
50/32

50/29

56/35

47/29

54/26

46/29

47/28

48/31
47/30

51/34

53/36

57/37

55/33

48/30

48/29
48/30

45/28

49/29

48/29

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2022
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MORNING

Mostly cloudy

45

AFTERNOON

Partial sunshine

46

EVENING

Mostly clear and cold

57
43

SATURDAY

Warmer with clouds 
and sun

57
36

SUNDAY

Partly sunny

64
49

MONDAY

Cloudy and milder

64
49

TUESDAY

Cloudy

8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m.

Q: What is the record low 
temperature for the lower 48 states 
in April?

A: -36 F at Eagle Nest, New Mexico, 
April 5, 1945

Statistics for Wednesday

High/low 80/43
Normal high/low 59/38
Record high 83 in 1910
Record low 18 in 1964

Wednesday   Trace
Month to date 1.99
Normal month to date 4.02
Year to date 10.63
Normal year to date 10.49

0 1 2 4 3 1
 Today Sat.

 Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr
 Stage yest. chg.

 Today Sat.  Today Sat.

Ashland 48 31 s 58 41 pc
Athens, OH 47 27 pc 55 38 pc
Booneville 52 30 s 61 42 pc
Bowling Green 55 33 s 58 41 pc
Charleston, WV 49 28 s 60 41 pc
Chillicothe, OH 46 26 pc 53 40 pc
Cincinnati 48 32 pc 55 39 c
Columbus 45 28 pc 56 37 c
Cumberland 45 28 sf 57 39 pc
Dayton, OH 45 30 pc 54 39 c
Florence 47 30 pc 53 39 c
Frankfort 50 30 pc 56 39 pc
Georgetown, KY 49 31 pc 58 41 pc
Glasgow 52 32 s 56 42 pc
Henderson 51 31 s 56 35 sh
Hopkinsville 56 35 s 60 39 pc
Huntington, WV 49 31 s 57 42 pc
Lexington 50 32 pc 58 38 pc
Louisville 53 36 pc 59 40 pc
Madison, IN 48 31 pc 53 39 pc
Madisonville 53 35 s 59 37 pc
Mayfi eld 56 37 s 63 37 pc
Middlesboro 54 26 s 63 37 pc
Owensboro 51 34 s 56 36 pc
Paducah 57 37 s 61 39 pc
Pikeville 50 30 s 60 45 pc
Portsmouth, OH 48 30 pc 57 43 pc
Richmond 49 30 s 57 40 pc
Springfi eld, OH 43 27 pc 51 36 r
Washington, OH 44 27 pc 52 39 r
Wilmington, OH 44 28 pc 53 39 r
Winchester 49 31 s 57 41 pc

Lloyd Greenup Lock 54 12.60 -0.15
Portsmouth 50 19.50 -1.00
Maysville 50 33.90 -0.10
Meldahl Dam 51 19.40 -1.40
Cincinnati 52 28.90 -0.50

Cave Run Farmers -- 9.66 -0.02
Blue Licks Spring 25 12.10 -0.07
McKinneysburg 33 10.36 -0.11

Anchorage 43 32 pc 42 30 pc
Atlanta 66 44 s 71 48 pc
Atlantic City 56 37 pc 52 45 s
Baltimore 59 34 pc 57 39 pc
Boise 58 38 s 60 33 s
Boston 60 36 sh 53 38 s
Buffalo 40 29 c 46 35 pc
Charleston, SC 76 49 pc 73 51 pc
Charlotte 68 40 s 68 45 pc
Chicago 48 34 pc 44 36 r
Cleveland 41 29 c 50 38 s
Dallas 75 53 s 77 52 s
Denver 57 31 c 70 40 pc
Detroit 43 28 pc 50 35 c
Hartford 52 33 pc 54 34 s
Honolulu 82 71 s 83 70 pc
Houston 79 59 pc 84 57 t
Indianapolis 47 31 pc 51 35 r
Jackson, MS 66 44 pc 75 44 c
Kansas City 60 45 s 63 41 s
Las Vegas 80 60 s 84 64 s
Little Rock 65 46 s 70 45 pc
Los Angeles 72 54 pc 69 55 pc
Memphis 61 44 s 65 45 pc

Miami 87 74 t 88 72 t
Milwaukee 42 32 c 43 34 c
Minneapolis 48 36 pc 50 30 pc
Nashville 58 37 s 61 44 pc
New Orleans 73 60 pc 73 60 t
New York 58 38 pc 56 42 s
Oklahoma City 68 43 c 68 45 s
Omaha 60 37 s 59 37 s
Orlando 82 69 t 81 67 t
Philadelphia 59 37 pc 58 42 s
Phoenix 85 61 pc 85 61 s
Pittsburgh 42 28 sn 53 38 pc
Portland, ME 55 31 sh 48 31 s
Portland, OR 59 45 pc 60 40 c
Providence 58 35 pc 53 35 s
Sacramento 77 47 s 79 48 s
St. Louis 57 42 pc 60 39 c
Salt Lake City 59 42 s 70 44 pc
San Diego 65 57 pc 66 58 pc
San Francisco 64 49 s 68 48 pc
Seattle 54 42 c 56 41 c
Tampa 81 72 t 83 70 t
Washington, DC 58 38 pc 59 44 pc
Wichita 64 39 pc 68 43 s
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 Today Sat.
Sunrise 7:20 a.m. 7:19 a.m.
Sunset 7:58 p.m. 7:59 p.m.
Moonrise 7:46 a.m. 8:11 a.m.
Moonset 8:36 p.m. 9:39 p.m.
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Shown are today’s 
noon positions of 
weather systems and 
precipitation. Temperature 
bands are highs for the day.
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to the unknown for the 
entire community when 
potentially thousands 
of acres of agricultural 
land are repurposed for 
industrial use.

In Mason County, 
after the JPC recently 
voted informally in 
favor of allowing solar 
farms, the commission-
ers are now working on 
the zoning setbacks and 
are slated to meet again 
on April 6 to finalize 
the deal. From there, 
the JPC will present the 
report to the Maysville 
Board of Commission-
ers and Mason County 
Fiscal Court, who will 
weigh in on the mat-
ter and make a deter-
mination on whether 
to uphold and follow 
the JPC findings, make 
changes, or adopt a 
law-abiding ordinance 

regarding industrial 
solar farms in Mason 
County.

George Larger, 
Planning and Zoning 
administrator for the 
county said the JPC is 
under no deadlines to 
make up their minds 
but because of the divi-
siveness of the issue, he 
expects a recommenda-
tion as soon as possible.

The process is a 
little further along in 
neighboring Fleming 
County which does not 
have a planning and 
zoning commission. 
Judge-Executive Larry 
Foxworthy said the 
solar farm battle has 
been raging in Fleming 
County since 2019.

“Several steps have 
occurred, some agreed 
to and some haven’t. I’m 
not sure if it will hap-
pen.” Foxworthy went 
on to say, “Nothing is 
approved. It affects the 
entire population and 
there are a lot of issues 

that concern me.”
Foxworthy confirmed 

that 40 or 50 landown-
ers in Fleming County 
have signed on to lease 
their land to solar com-
panies. While the land-
owners are happy with 
the prospect and stand 
to gain financially, 
many other citizens are 
not in favor, especially 
since they aren’t privy 
to information that 
directly affects them 
and the future of their 
neighborhoods.

Foxworthy pointed 
out there isn’t a lot of 
information out there 
regarding industrial 
solar farms and that 
the solar companies are 
applying for Industrial 
Revenue Bonds to fund 
the projects in Flem-
ing County. The cost 
is estimated to be $188 
million, plus another 
$30 - $40 million to 
upgrade the electrical 
grid lines.

“There’s talk of so 
much revenue, but I 
haven’t seen anything 
to indicate that kind 
of money coming in. 
It’s a potential risk to 
the county,” Foxworthy 
said.

IRBs are issued by 
state or local govern-
ments on behalf of a 
private company for a 
specific project. These 

bonds raise capital to 
fund the development 
of a manufacturing 
facility or equipment 
that will benefit a com-
munity at large. IRBs 
are tax-exempt and 
bondholders are repaid 
by the revenue the proj-
ect generates. Because 
revenue bonds are 
dependent on future 
revenue streams, they 
are riskier than gen-
eral obligation bonds. 
In short, an IRB proj-
ect is expected to be 
well-thought-out and 
beneficial to an entire 
community to be con-
sidered.

One misconception 
is that solar farms cre-
ate jobs. Foxworthy 
said there could be a 
surge in hiring dur-
ing the construction 
phase, lasting around 
six months, but many 
of those jobs are filled 
by out-of-area workers. 
Once the solar panels 
are up and running, 
farm owners maintain 
the land around the 
panels.

Another worry Fox-
worthy voiced is the 
panels contain toxic 
materials. Foxworthy 
cited the danger of 
storm damage to the 
panels or simply any of 
the companies shutting 
down operations for a 

myriad of reasons.
“No landfill in the 

state of Kentucky will 
take the equipment if 
a solar farm is decon-
structed,” he said.

To address some of 
these concerns, Flem-
ing County hired the 
Harvey Economics 
Consultant firm to look 
at the area and devise a 
mitigation plan on how 
the solar farms should 
be built if the permits 
are granted. Foxwor-
thy says that since the 
lease agreement infor-
mation was redacted in 
the report, the worries 
over the future effect 
of the solar industry in 
Fleming haven’t been 
adequately addressed 
to lessen residents’ 
fears.

Mason County 
Judge-Executive Owen 
McNeil echoed some of 
Foxworthy’s thoughts 
on the issue, being hes-
itant to utilize IRB as 
well because the solar 
farm projects are not 
job creators. McNeill 
said IRBs haven’t been 
requested in Mason 
County to date.

When McNeil was 
asked if he was con-
cerned about the pros-
pect of solar farms in 
Mason County, he said 
he isn’t.

“I’m pleased with the 

due diligence by the 
JPC on the matter,” he 
said.

The Kentucky Public 
Service Commission 
confirmed only one 
solar company, AEUG 
Mason Solar, LLC, has 
filed their Notice of 
Intent to File an Appli-
cation for Certification 
of Construction for 
approximately 2,500 
acres on Raymond 
Road in May’s Lick.

“There is one solar 
proposal for Mason 
County — the project 
is called AEUG Mason, 
and thus far, the Sit-
ing Board has received 
a Notice of Intent, but 
has not received a com-
plete application filed,” 
Karen L. Wilson from 
the PSC said.

The application 
includes solar photo-
voltaic panels approxi-
mately ranking 250 MV, 
41 inverters, battery 
storage and a project 
substation transformer 
that will connect East 
Kentucky Power Coop-
erative North Clark 
County to the Spurlock 
345 kV transmission 
line. The company is 
located in Chicago, Ill., 
and is represented by 
the law firm of Stur-
gill, Turner, Barker and 
Moloney in Lexington.
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