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Is pocket veto on JPC agenda?
Dear editor,
Is this what a pocket veto 

looks like?
Mason County Joint Planning 

Commission’s Solar Timeline
May 1. 2019 - “Solar” fi rst 

appeared on a JPC agenda
At day:
581 - Dec. 2, 2020 - A draft 

solar ordinance was created but 
not presented at this meeting.

735 - May 5, 2021 - on the 
JPC’s agenda - “Solar Energy 
Systems Process Discussion”

763 - June 2, 2021 - on the 
JPC’s agenda - “Solar Energy 
Systems Workshop”

797 - July 6, 2021 – JPC mem-
bers visit Ohio solar installa-
tions

798 - July 7, 2021 - on the 
JPC’s agenda - “Solar Energy 
Systems Workshop”

826 - Aug. 4, 2021 - regular 
meeting, published agenda does 
not mention “solar”

854 - Sept. 1, 2021 - on the 
JPC’s agenda - “Solar Energy 
Systems Process Discussion”

889 - Oct. 6, 2021 - on the 
JPC’s agenda - “Solar Energy 
Systems Process Discussion”

917 - Nov. 3, 2021 - regular 
JPC meeting canceled

931 - Nov. 16, 2021 - “Pro-
posed Solar Energy Systems 
Ordinance Text” Public Hearing

932 - Nov. 18, 2021 - “Pro-
posed Solar Energy Systems 
Ordinance Text” Public Hearing

945 and 13 days after public 
hearings - Dec. 1, 2021 - regular 
JPC meeting canceled

980 and 48 days after public 
hearings - Jan. 5, 2022 - regular 
JPC meeting canceled

1008 and 76 days after public 
hearings - Feb. 2, 2022 - JPC will 
not have “Solar” on agenda (as 
per G. Larger, see below)

1036 and 104 days after pub-
lic hearings - Mar. 2, 2022 - JPC 
will not have “Solar” on agenda

George Larger’s explanation 
(01/27/22 email to Bill Mar-
shall) for solar absence on JPC 
agenda in coming months.

“It hasn’t been on the agenda 
this month and won’t be on the 
agenda next month because I 
haven’t had to opportunity to 
adequately prepare and orga-
nize the materials for the JPC 
its members need to make an 
informed decision on the issue, 
including a staff report, related 
research, and possible changes 
to the proposal; when given a 
choice of doing something fast 
or right, I usually choose the 
latter, since choosing both is 
almost never an option.”

There are two solutions to 
“insuffi cient resources”. 1) 
Reorganize existing resources 
to accomplish required deliver-
ables. 2) Devote more resources 
to accomplish required deliver-
ables. What is doomed to failure 
are leaders who only tell work-
ers to “peddle faster”

The Maysville City Commis-
sion and the Mason County 
Fiscal Court chartered and now 
fund the JPC. These two enti-
ties are responsible for ensur-

ing the JPC has resources and 
is organized to accomplish 
required deliverables.

If you fi nd this delay due to 
lack of resources as concerning 
as I do, call and or talk to all 
the Maysville commissioners 
and Fiscal Court members you 
know. Please convince them 
that they need to ensure JPC has 
enough resources to complete 
the Solar regulation process. If 
you can, determine if individu-
als are attempting a “pocket 
veto” of solar. In other words, 
are they intentionally starving 
the JPC of resources needed to 
complete a solar ordinance? I 
hope you will use these conver-
sations to gauge which elected 
offi cials and candidates are pro-
solar and which are “anti”.

Mason County’s solar oppor-
tunity will only be open for a 
short time. Our advantage is 
due to the many long-distance 
electric transmission lines 
across our county. But, folks, 
sunlight falls everywhere! These 
continued delays in drafting an 
ordinance will drive solar devel-
opers to counties that have 
established reasonable condi-
tions for solar. As solar projects 
elsewhere connect to transmis-
sion lines that pass-through 
Mason, our opportunity for 
solar to deliver ecological and 
fi nancial benefi ts to our area 
will evaporate

Charles W (Bill) Marshall 
Walnut Grove Farm

Maysville

Beating infl ation is laughable
In these infl ationary times 

it’s not easy to laugh as 
you watch the value of your 
hard-earned savings being 
destroyed.

But I chuckled out 
loud when I read some 
of the tips offered by 
Bloomberg News to 
beat infl ation, which is 
at its highest point in 
more than 40 years.

Since Americans 
have enjoyed low infl a-
tion and stable consumer 
prices for a long time, Bloom-
berg explains, Americans are 
“a little rusty on basic infl a-
tionary-era tactics.”

Bloomberg turned to the 
long-tortured people of 
Argentina for guidance, as 
they have become experts 
at navigating hyperinfl ation 
rates as high as 50 percent in 
a typical year.

The tips the Argentines 
offer are the polar opposite 
of everything my Depression-
era parents taught my sisters 
and me about managing our 
money — nutty tips that sud-
denly make sense in a nutty 
world.

Here’s the fi rst one: spend 
your paycheck immediately.

Why put money in the bank 
where its purchasing power 
will decline in value every 
day, when you can buy a new 
refrigerator, sofa or some 
other big-ticket item that will 
cost more a month from now?

In these goofy times, the 
sooner you buy it, the less 
you will pay for it.

Another tip: borrow lots of 
money.

If you can borrow 
a million today at a 3 
percent annual rate 
and the infl ation rate 
continues at 7 percent, 
you will enjoy a 4 per-
cent gain.

That is, as today’s 
dollars infl ate, it will 

be easier for you to repay the 
loan in the future.

Even this English major 
can see that makes sense — 
sort of.

Another tip: buy cars.
That was certainly my 

strategy in my spendthrift 
20s, when I lived paycheck to 
paycheck, in part because I 
always had to have a nice ride 
that I couldn’t afford.

I can’t believe any news out-
let would encourage Ameri-
cans to put their money into 
automobiles, traditionally a 
horrible, rapidly depreciating 
investment.

But in a world turned on its 
head — there is a shortage 
of cars due to a shortage of 
computer chips used in their 
manufacture — even new and 
old cars are soaring in value.

My father has lost a fortune 
in cars over his lifetime, as 
they depreciated 30 percent 
or more the day he drove 
them off the car lot.

Finally, he got lucky. He 
leased a 2020 Kia. A year 
from now when his lease is 
up he will make the payoff 
of $13,500 and keep the car 
because it will be worth sig-
nifi cantly more than that.

Bloomberg offers some tra-
ditionally sensible tips, such 
as buying infl ation-linked 
bonds, which increase in 
value as infl ation increases.

Bloomberg also suggests 
buying a home, which also 
makes sense, as a house is a 
great hedge against infl ation. 
Though good luck fi nding 
one at a reasonable price, as 
housing values have soared.

Covid has caused consider-
able market disruptions that 
have contributed to rising 
prices and our infl ation woes.

The federal government’s 
stimulus spending, massive 
borrowing and especially its 
continuous money printing 
are major drivers of infl ation.

I wish we had confi dence 
that our political leaders had 
a sound strategy to solve this 
problem — a problem largely 
of their own making — but 
we don’t.

I’m surely not alone in my 
worry that fi nancial matters 
may get plenty worse before 
they get better.

Until then I’ll demonstrate 
my investor acumen by 
squandering my hard-earned 
savings on a shiny new car I 
can’t afford.

A national 
popular vote 
is closer than 
you think

The 2020 presidential elec-
tion, and the intense debate 
that has continued for more 
than year after its conclu-
sion, have invariably led to 
new proposals to affect 
future national elec-
tions.

While it any federal 
“voting rights” legisla-
tion is unlikely to pass, 
in recent weeks sev-
eral elected officials, 
including the second-
ranking Republican 
U.S. senator, John 
Thune of South Dakota, 
and the House majority 
whip, Democrat Jim Clyburn 
of South Carolina, have 
expressed interest in reform-
ing the Electoral Count Act. 
This would clarify the role 
the vice president — in their 
role as president of the Sen-
ate — plays when certifying 
the vote of the Electoral Col-
lege.

These debates are renew-
ing discussion and momen-
tum for moving to a national 
popular vote, if not by the 
2024 presidential election, 
then by 2028.

How would it work?
States are passing legisla-

tion or initiatives awarding 
their electors to the winner 
of the national popular vote. 
Once the number of states 
in the compact reaches 270 
electoral votes, presiden-
tial elections will transition 
from the current method — 
48 states use what is called 
the winner-take-all method 
of awarding electors while 
Maine and Nebraska award 
electors by congressional 
district — to a national pop-
ular vote.

How close is this to becom-
ing a reality? Closer than you 
probably think.

The National Popular Vote 
Interstate Compact has been 
adopted by 16 states, includ-
ing the District of Colum-
bia, totaling 195 electoral 
votes. Most recently, Colo-
rado joined the compact and 
an initiative petition was 
launched in Michigan. The 
compact is a binding, action-
able and realistic reform that 
utilizes the constitutional 
power of state legislators to 
select a method for awarding 
electors without abolishing 
the Electoral College.

The pathway from 195 to 
270 is not impossible to see. 
The compact has passed in 
at least one house of state 
legislatures in eight addi-
tional states, accounting for 
more than 70 electoral votes. 
It is only a matter of time 
before those states also join 
the compact.

Notably, the compact does 
not take effect until it reach-
es the threshold of 270 elec-
toral votes.

Several questions are 
raised about this proposal. 
Let’s examine them.

You may believe this would 

benefit cities. But the data 
shows otherwise.

Only one-sixth of the coun-
try lives in the top 100 cities. 
One-fifth live in rural areas. 

California and New 
York together only 
have 18 percent of all 
voters. According to 
national data, the five 
biggest cities in the 
country account for 
only about 6 percent 
of the national popula-
tion. The top 20 cities 
account for only about 

10 percent of the population. 
Even the top 50 cities only 
account for 15 percent of the 
nation’s population.

You may think it would 
lead to TV ad campaigns 
focused almost exclusively 
on the largest TV markets. 
But big cities could never 
dominate under a national 
popular vote, unless you 
reject basic math.

You may think the Consti-
tution prevents such a plan, 
but it does not. In fact, the 
winner-take-all method pres-
ently used by 48 states to 
award their electors is not 
prescribed by the Constitu-
tion. Likewise, the congres-
sional district method also 
doesn’t appear anywhere in 
the text.

This compact still respects 
the constitutional role of the 
states in selecting the presi-
dent, but it does so through 
a popular mandate. It’s the 
best of both worlds.

It would also force a Dem-
ocratic nominee to campaign 
in red states and a Republi-
can nominee to campaign in 
blue states. That would ben-
efit voters.

You may think that a 
national popular vote would 
advantage Democrats. But 
I can find no hard evidence 
that this is the case. Con-
sider since 1988, 38 states 
have voted the same way 
in presidential elections, 
giving Democrats an auto-
matic 242-102 electoral vote 
advantage and placing them 
a mere 28 electoral votes 
from clinching the presiden-
cy even before the first votes 
are cast.

Instead of six to eight bat-
tleground states, where can-
didates spend all their time 
after winning their nomi-
nating contests, candidates 
could instead develop unique 
and tailored strategies for a 
candidate’s time, allocation 
of resources, and messag-
ing strategies. Why should a 
voter in Missouri or Utah be 
less relevant than a voter in 
Michigan or Florida?

Under the National Popu-
lar Vote Interstate Compact, 
every vote would have equal 
value, and neither party 
would have an automatic 
electoral advantage. Ameri-
ca would finally elect a presi-
dent of the United States 
chosen by all Americans.
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