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The nation’s largest electric grid operator is so
clogged with requests from energy developers seeking
connections to its regional transmission network in the
eastern United States that it is proposing a two-year
pause on reviewing more than 1,200 energy projects,
most of them solar power.

New projects may have to wait even longer.
The situation can be explained in part by the rapid

increase in the economic competitiveness of solar
power as state energy policies and corporate sustain-
ability plans drive a booming renewable energy indus-
try.

But the logjam threatens to put some solar develop-
ers in a financial bind and is raising questions about the
feasibility of the Biden administration’s goal of having
a carbon-free electricity grid in just 13 years.

“It’s a kink in the system,” said Adam Edelen, a for-
mer Kentucky state auditor who runs a company work-
ing to bring solar projects and jobs to ailing coal com-
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Kentucky’s longest-serving member of Congress
was accused Tuesday by the chairwoman of the Con-

gressional Black Caucus of poking her
in the back after she asked him to wear a
mask, then telling her to “kiss my a--.”

Rep. Joyce Beatty, D-Ohio, detailed
the exchange with GOP Rep. Hal Rogers
in a series of tweets, asking for an apol-
ogy from the 21-term congressman.

Several hours after the incident, Rog-
ers issued a statement to The Courier

Journal through his spokeswoman indicating he had
apologized to Beatty.

“This afternoon, I met with Congresswoman Beatty
to personally apologize,” Rogers stated. “My words 
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after lawmaker’s
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Joe Sonka Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK

See ROGERS, Page 11A

Rogers 

WASHINGTON – Spotlighting a widening breach
among Republicans, Senate GOP leader Mitch McCon-
nell criticized the Republican National Committee on

Tuesday for censuring Reps. Liz Cheney
and Adam Kinzinger, and for suggesting
that the Jan. 6 insurrection was “legiti-
mate political discourse.”

“It was a violent insurrection for the
purpose of trying to prevent a peaceful
transfer of power after a legitimately
certified election from one administra-
tion to the next,” McConnell told report-

ers. “That’s what it was.”
Four days after the RNC voted to censure House

members Cheney and Kinzinger for participating in
the Jan. 6 investigation, McConnell said the party or-

McConnell
pans RNC’s
stance on
Jan. 6 riot 
Calls last year’s events at US
Capitol a ‘violent insurrection’ 

David Jackson USA TODAY

See MCCONNELL, Page 6A

McConnell 

CALL (502 ) 736-5493

DIAL 1-TOM-DREXLER

• Save money on utility bills

• Keep your furnace operating safely

• Avoid the headache of untimely breakdowns

• Keep your furnace within manufacturer’s warranty

BUY AN A/C, GET A FURNACE FREE!
in Celebration of 40 Years in Business

y

ss

GET A
WINTER
DEAL!

C
J-
G
C
I0
78
27
84
-1
1

CONTACT US
BY FEBRUARY

28TH!

AA
RR
!!

Offer Cannot Be Combined
With Other Offers. Tom Drexler Inc.

Schedule a hearing test by
February 28 to receive a

RISK-FREE hearing aid trial.
CALL

TAKE CONTROL
of Your Hearing

AND TAKE CONTROL
of Your Life!

(502) 398-4601

CJ-GCI0811735-01



E1 COURIERJOURNAL.COM | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2022 | 11A

munities in Appalachia, including West
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia
and Kentucky. “Anyone paying attention
would acknowledge that this has a tre-
mendous impact on climate policy and
energy policy in the United States.”

The backlog at PJM Interconnection
is a major concern for renewable energy
companies and clean energy advocates,

even though grid opera-
tors are a part of the ener-
gy economy that is largely
unknown to the public.

“There is broad nation-
al consensus, in the lead-
ership from the public
and the private sector,
that we need to hasten

the adoption of renewable energy,” Ede-
len said. “The planet does not have time
for a delay.” 

PJM, a nonprofit, operates a compet-
itive market for wholesale electricity in
all or part of 13 states and the District of
Columbia, including Pennsylvania, West
Virginia and Kentucky — but one with-
out a lot of renewable energy.

Wind, solar and hydropower plants
make up about 6 percent of its distribu-
tion mix.

Over the last four years, PJM officials
said they have experienced a fundamen-
tal shift in the number and type of ener-
gy projects seeking to be added to a grid
that extends from Virginia to northeast
Illinois, each needing careful study to
ensure reliability. 

In the past, PJM’s energy project
queue was dominated by a few large pro-
jects like big natural gas power plants.
Now, PJM officials said, they are receiv-
ing a proliferation of smaller projects,
each needing study.

“Our system wasn’t designed to han-
dle that kind of growth,” said Kenneth
Seiler, vice president of planning at PJM.

About 2,500 projects are awaiting ac-
tion by the grid operator, which is based
in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, outside
Philadelphia.

PJM officials are proposing a two-
phased solution. 

They want to move to a new approval
process that puts projects that are the
most ready for construction at the front
of the line, and discourages those that
might be more speculative or that have
not secured all their financing.

PJM officials said they have reached a
reasonable consensus among their
members for that plan.

However, they are also proposing an
interim period with a two-year delay on
about 1,250 projects in their queue, and a
deferral on the review of new projects
until the fourth quarter of 2025, with fi-
nal decisions on those coming as late as
the end of 2027.

“We are taking a pause,” Seiler said of
the grid operator’s proposal. “We are re-
fining the process to deal with these
smaller types of projects. We will catch
up.”

The United Nations Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change last sum-
mer issued the first installment of its lat-
est global warming assessment,
prompting UN Secretary-General Antó-
nio Guterres to describe the work as
nothing less than “a code red for human-
ity.” 

Still, Seiler said he’s not certain
whether PJM can attain the Biden goal of
achieving 100 percent carbon-free elec-
tricity by 2035.

PJM in December announced a study
looking at how it could boost renewable
energy mix to 50 percent by 2035. With
nuclear energy in the region factored in,
that could get the PJM grid to about 60 to
70 percent carbon-free, he said.

“We’re not sure, frankly, quite yet, be-
cause we’re still studying it, if we can get
there, 100 percent renewable by 2035,”
Seiler said. “But I can tell you, we’re tak-
ing a real hard look at it.”

‘The process right now 
is effectively broken’ 

PJM has established a task force to
work its proposal through committees of
its members, including electric utilities
and energy developers. By May, officials
hope to submit it to the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, which has final

say. 
With so much money at stake in a pol-

icy with the potential to help make fi-
nancial winners and losers, experts say
they expect whatever FERC decides may
end up in court.

National studies show grid operators
across the country have a growing queue
of energy projects, many that do not pan
out and actually clog up the system. In
2021, the Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory found that only 24 percent of
projects nationally seeking connection
from 2000 to 2015 were built, and com-
pletion percentages since then appeared
to be declining.

Last year, Americans for a Clean En-
ergy Grid, a national group advocating
for modernization of high voltage trans-
mission, made the case in a report that
backlogs were “needlessly increasing
electricity costs for consumers by delay-
ing the construction of new projects
which are cheaper than existing electric-
ity production.

Because most of these projects are lo-
cated in remote rural areas, this backlog
is harming rural economic development
and job creation.”

How PJM resolves its backlog could
have implications for the rest of the
country, said Jeff Dennis, managing di-
rector and general counsel for Advanced
Energy Economy, a trade group for clean
energy businesses.

“PJM has traditionally been a bell-
wether,” he said. “Things that PJM puts
into place and that FERC approves for
PJM often become models for other re-
gions,” he said.

A lot is at stake, he added.
“Delayed interconnection queues and

backlogs in bringing new generation on
is one of the most significant barriers to
state clean energy policies and the jobs
and economic development that states
are aiming to achieve through transi-
tioning their grids to advanced energy
technologies,” he said.

But “folks should be encouraged that
there was wide stakeholder support for

many, many aspects of PJM’s still-devel-
oping generator interconnection proc-
ess,” Dennis said. 

PJM’s efforts to cope with and effi-
ciently manage the backlog have the
support of Justin Vickers, staff attorney
for the Environmental Law & Policy Cen-
ter, a Chicago-based environmental ad-
vocacy group.

“I hear from developers all the time
that PJM’s queue is such a mess that it’s
putting their ability to get projects done
in jeopardy, and it’s creating uncertainty
in getting projects up and running,” he
said. “Trying to find a way out of this
mess is good.”

He compared what PJM is doing with
traffic metering lights at freeway on-
ramps. “What it’s actually doing is man-
aging the congestion to smooth things
out. It feels like you should just get there
as fast as you can. You shouldn’t have to
pause in order to get on the highway. But
actually, it’s better for everyone if you do,
even if it might be slightly worse for you,
the individual traveler.”

Ohio-based utility AEP has, within
the PJM territory, wind and solar pro-
jects proposed for Virginia and is also
seeking to add renewable energy to its
mix in its Indiana Michigan Power terri-
tory, said company spokeswoman Tam-
my Ridout. She said company officials
expect those projects “are largely al-
ready in the PJM queue.”

She said AEP supports “the changes
that PJM is putting in place to help im-
prove the process, including prioritizing
projects that have financing and other
key aspects secured so those can move
forward first.”

At PJM and other grid operators
across the country, “the process right
now is effectively broken,” said Gizelle
Wray, senior director of regulatory af-
fairs and counsel for the Solar Energy In-
dustries Association, a trade group.

While she acknowledged that some of
the association members are happy with
what PJM has proposed, she said that
others are not, adding: “This is as fair of

an outcome as we could possibly get.”
Solutions are needed beyond what

PJM has proposed, she said, adding that
the association hopes FERC will move
the country toward better transmission
and interconnection policies.

“We need solutions that make sure
this doesn’t happen anymore,” Wray
said.

A FERC spokesman did not return re-
quests for comment.

Coal communities 
need investment 

The length of the PJM backlog varies
by state.

For example, in Pennsylvania, where
Gov. Tom Wolf in 2019 set his state’s first
statewide greenhouse gas reduction
goals, 520 energy projects are currently
in the queue, 437 of which are solar.

Virginia, which adopted powerful re-
newable energy portfolio standards for
electric utilities in 2020, has 417 solar
projects in the queue.

Kentucky and West Virginia have
been slow to adopt solar but those states
have 110 and 57 solar projects, respec-
tively, awaiting approval by PJM.

In Kentucky, Edelen ran for governor
in 2019 in part on a platform that the
state needed to embrace the reality of
climate change and adapt the state’s
coal-dependent economy but lost in the
Democratic Primary to Gov. Andy Be-
shear. He said he understands PJM’s sit-
uation and that much of what it has pro-
posed makes sense.

His company, Edelen Renewables, is a
partner in a 200-megawatt solar project
on a former strip mine in Martin County,
Kentucky, that he says is far enough
along that it won’t be affected by PJM
rule changes.

But in January he announced a joint
venture with a 200-year-old West Vir-
ginia company, The Dickinson Group,
with its extensive land holdings, includ-
ing mine sites, that Edelen said could
lead to several new solar farms.

He said he fears those efforts will face
years’ long delays as PJM works through
its backlog, and he said he’s frustrated
that the transition to a new energy econ-
omy hinges on the actions of a vital but
relatively little-known organization.

In addition to retooling its approval
process, PJM should increase the size of
its staff to meet the demand and urgency
for renewable energy, Edelen said.

“Staffing is an issue,” conceded Seiler.
But Seiler said qualified engineers

would need to be found. And then, he
said, “it takes several years to train
somebody to do a lot of this work.”

Edelen said that just as climate solu-
tions can’t wait, according to the latest
science, neither can coal communities. 

“I believe we can fight climate change
and revitalize forgotten American com-
munities,” he said. “A be-patient ap-
proach from (PJM) administrators is not
something I agree with.”

Inside Climate News reporter Dan
Gearino contributed to this report.

InsideClimate News is a nonprofit, in-
dependent news organization that cov-
ers climate, energy and the environ-
ment.

Solar
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A reclaimed coal mine planned for solar development in Eastern Kentucky remains unused. Kentucky has been slow to
adopt solar but has 110 solar projects awaiting approval by PJM. EDELEN RENEWABLES

Edelen 

were not acceptable and I expressed my
regret to her, first and foremost.” 

“Today, while heading to the House
floor for votes, I respectfully asked my
colleague @RepHalRogers to put on a
mask while boarding the train,” Beatty
wrote. “He then poked my back, de-
manding I get on the train. When I asked

him not to touch me, he responded, ‘kiss
my ass.’”

Beatty continued that the incident “is
the kind of disrespect we have been
fighting for years, and indicative of the
larger issue we have with GOP Members
flaunting health and safety mandates
designed to keep us and our staff safe.”

“@RepHalRogers, when you are
ready to grow up and apologize for your
behavior, you know where to find me.”

Beatty issued a statement Tuesday
evening indicating she accepted Rogers’

apology, adding she “will continue to
stand up for health and safety mea-
sures.”

“And as I did today, I will never toler-
ate bullying, no matter who does it.”

Rogers, who is 84 and was first elect-
ed to the U.S. House in 1980, is running
for reelection this year to his 22nd term,
where he is considered a strong favorite
to win. 

Members of the Congressional Black
Caucus held a press conference on the
Capitol steps two hours after Beatty’s

tweet to denounce Rogers, with Rep. Val
Demings, D-Florida, saying they would
not give him “a pass” for “his racist, in-
appropriate behavior.”

Last year, Rogers was fined $5,000
for skipping a full security screening as
he entered the House chamber — a new
rule put in place after the Jan. 6 Capitol
insurrection — but he later won his
appeal, arguing he did so due to “a sim-
ple misunderstanding.”

Reach reporter Joe Sonka at json-
ka@courierjournal.com. 

Rogers
Continued from Page 1A


	louisvillecourierjournal_20220210_ATheCourierJournal
	louisvillecourierjournal_20220210_BTheCourierJournal

