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obscenities or other inappropriate material.
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OPINION

Christine 
Flowers

This creepy little elf 
doesn’t celebrate 
my holiday

Lately, I’ve started seeing all the usual Christmas decorations, 
books, gift suggestions, articles, foods and complaints about all 
the usual Christmas decorations, books, gift suggestions, arti-
cles, and foods.

Some say they’re too over the top, some say it’s too early, and 
some say it’s not enough. I’m familiar with all of it, including 
the promises of “A Charlie Brown Christmas” with its haunting 
Vince Guaraldi score, the proliferation of Dickensian memora-
bilia and the magical, incandescent beauty of the late autumn, 

early winter daylight. It really is the most wonder-
ful time of the year.

But the one thing I can’t snuggle up to is that Elf 
on the Shelf. As a child of the 1960s and 1970s, I 
had no idea that it was actually a “thing,” until I 
started seeing that grinning little imp showing up 
in all of my Facebook feeds.

The thing that bothered me the most is this elf 
looked “aware.” He had an expression that remind-
ed me of the doll in that “Twilight Zone’ episode 
with Telly Zavalas, the one where she gets her 

revenge by “accidentally” showing up on the staircase and send-
ing him hurtling to his death.

I did a little research and found out that the whole thing stems 
from a book that was published in 2004, authored by a mother-
daughter team. Apparently, this elf is supposed to be Santa’s 
eyes. It moves around the house around Christmastime, remind-
ing little kids that they need to be good, otherwise Santa’s secret 
Stasi doll is going to take names and convey them to the central 
authorities.

I know that you might be saying, well, what about that song 
“Santa Claus is Coming to Town,” where the most chilling pas-
sage is “He sees you when you’re sleeping/He knows when 
you’re awake/He knows if you’ve been bad or good/So be good 
for goodness sake.”

The difference is that in the song, it’s Santa who’s watching, 
not some pointy-toed little henchman. Santa is benign, and he’s 
the one making the toys and delivering the gifts so you kind of 
understand why he’d want to make sure that he’s not being overly 
generous to brats.

Having grown up during the Cold War and spending the first 
30 years of my life with the shadow of the Iron Curtain just a 
continent away (particularly since we had relatives in Italy who 
literally were next door to Yugoslavia which was the most west-
ern of the Soviet Bloc countries but still a communist state), I 
got the whole principle of surveillance. It was a fact of life, and 
this was well before the Patriot Act became a homemade reality.

But we didn’t allow those things into our homes. Santa, if he 
was engaged in some covert operation, could be forgiven because 
he was a benign fellow who would probably still give you some 
toys even if you (as I) screwed around with your younger sib-
lings because they really deserved it.

That elf is different. That elf is not bringing you toys. That elf 
is not someone with whom you could have a lifelong relation-
ship. That elf is a poorly-dressed, miniature spy who came in 
from the cold and is going back there, along with any intel that 
he gathered about you biting the plastic heads off of your broth-
ers’ green plastic army men (not that I know anyone who actu-
ally did that, mind you).

In short, that elf has no place in any home where children are 
considered beloved creatures and not comrades living under the 
yoke of parental oppression. Christmas is a time of cheer, not a 
time to peer, and I’m personally offended that this thing is now 
considered a beloved tradition by generations that didn’t think 
Charlie Brown, Rudolph or even that melting snowman were 
enough.

I suppose you could call me a bitter old lady who doesn’t 
understand that times change and that the Grinch of my youth 
was a heresy to my parents and grandparents, who had their own 
simpler traditions. But I really think that something has broken 
a little with this elf, this hostile little creature who exists to man-
date compliance. It’s “you better watch out, you better not cry, 
you better not pout or we’ll send you to the gulag, that’s why.”

Then again, I might just have seen too many episodes of “The 
Twilight Zone.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Solar farms support Mason 
County’s comprehensive plan
Dear editor,

On page 53 the comprehen-
sive plan states:

“Mason County’s number one 
problem area is Inadequate sew-
age disposal in the rural areas of 
the County leading to pollution 
problems and possible health 
concerns. Steps should be taken 
to see that future concentrated 
development is not dependent 
upon septic tank systems for 
sewage disposal.” Compared to 
houses Solar farms require no 
septic tank systems.

The comprehensive plan 
lists the eighth problem area as 
“Inadequate protection of water-
sheds. Development is taking 
place without adequate atten-
tion being paid to drainage and 
soil erosion.” The PUC State 
siting board required approval 
of detailed stormwater control 
systems. Solar income supports 
30 years of sod which reduces 
soil erosion and watershed pol-
lution due to ag chemicals

The comprehensive plan lists 
the tenth problem area as “Inad-
equate infrastructure in rural 
areas to meet the needs of more 
intensive development. Much 
of the County has roads that 
are too narrow for heavy traffic, 
waterlines that are too small for 
domestic use or fire flow, and 
septic tanks that do not function 
well.” Solar Farms do not need 
city water, natural gas, sewers, 
landfill capacity, and during 
the expected 30-year operation 
phase make little demand on 
the road network. Solar lease 
payments will reduce economic 
pressure to sell house lots and 
draw urban activity into the ag 
zones.

The comprehensive plan lists 
the thirteenth problem area 
“The lack of sufficient local gov-
ernmental resources (money, 
staff, etc.) in meeting increas-
ing demands for services. It is 

anticipated that both the City 
and the unincorporated por-
tions of the County will con-
tinue to experience growth and 
development. With most of the 
economy/revenues concentrat-
ed in the City, it will be increas-
ingly difficult for the County to 
provide an adequate level of ser-
vices without new revenues.” 
6,000 acres of Solar will over 30 
years increase the real property 
tax revenue of local tax districts 
by $14,000,000. This while 
making little demand for addi-
tional services.

On page 49 the Comprehen-
sive plan states these goals for:

“Economic development - To 
support the development of a 
broad-based economic system 
that leads to improvements 
in quality of life by providing 
enhanced employment oppor-
tunities, a diversity of goods 
and services, and a strong rev-
enue base.” Solar will broaden 
the local economic base by 
increasing cash flow to replace 
lost tobacco and dairy income. 
Require more and better-paid 
labor than current activities on 
the same acreage

“Public facilities and ser-
vices - To provide the people of 
Maysville and Mason County 
with an adequate level of com-
munity facilities and services 
to meet their basic needs and 
enhance their quality of life.” 
Solar will make few demands 
on public services, but 6,000 
acres will over 30 years con-
tribute $14 Million in local tax 
district revenue than if land 
uses remain unchanged over 30 
years.

Page 65 of the comprehensive 
plan states these “Economic 
development principles:

Place emphasis on basic eco-
nomic activities, those that 
bring new money into the com-
munity from outside. These 

activities will, in turn, have a 
multiplier effect on the local 
economy, generating addi-
tional non-basic or supporting 
activities (restaurants, grocery 
stores, etc.).” Solar will bring 
large amounts of new money 
into the county over a long 
period

“Look for expansion opportu-
nities. Identify and encourage 
those entities that are consider-
ing an expansion to their opera-
tion and provide appropriate 
assistance.” Solar has substan-
tial potential to expand up to 
the capacity of long-distance 
electrical transmission lines in 
the area.

Mason County’s Land Use 
Management Ordinance also 
has objectives: On page 27 it 
states the objective of “Agricul-
tural (A-2 ) as: The A-2 districts 
have been established to pre-
serve and protect the decreas-
ing supply of prime agricultural 
land and to minimize urban-
type development into rural 
areas until utilities and other 
municipal services can be pro-
vided efficiently.” Solar’s cash 
flow will keep its land under 
sod for the duration of its lease 
and well-regulated solar will 
have bonds posted to cover its 
restoration back to farm till-
able land. On the other hand, 
land converted to housing lots 
is much more expensive if not 
impossible to return to food 
production.

All of these points demon-
strate why a solar installation 
will help the ecological and 
financial future of Mason Coun-
ty citizens and is much more 
in line with the comprehensive 
plan than either subdividing 
land into house lots or washing 
the topsoil away with excessive 
cash grain acres.

Charles W (Bill) Marshall
Maysville


