
8A | SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2021 THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT

OPINION

MARY ANN KEARNS
Editor

mkearns@cmpapers.com 
ext. 1270

JENNIFER DONAHUE
Direcror of Operations and Advertising

jdonahue@cmpapers.com 
ext. 1240

CHAD SHELTON
Production/IT Manager

cshelton@cmpapers.com 
ext. 1224

EVAN DENNISON
Sports Editor

edennison@cmpapers.com 
ext. 1273

Founded 1968  |  A Champion Media LLC Newspaper
120 Limestone St., Maysville, KY 41056

maysville-online.com/news/opinion
(606) 564-9091

ROD BAKER Publisher
rbaker@cmpapers.com ext. 1291

Give thanks this holiday season
The holiday spirit is in the air, 

and like you, I am excited for the 
special days ahead. Despite the 
hustle and bustle of the holiday 
season, we in the Ken-
tucky General Assembly 
are doing our best to con-
tinue legislative business 
in Frankfort to prepare for 
the upcoming 2022 Regu-
lar Session.

Thankfully, except for 
several necessary special 
elections, the weeks lead-
ing up to this holiday sea-
son have not been dominated by 
the campaign season. In light of 
the challenging nearly two years 
behind us, it is refreshing to focus 
on what this time of year is about 
— family, friends, and our commu-
nities. Each Thanksgiving, I look 
forward to being home in my dis-
trict, hearing from constituents, 
and spending time with loved 
ones. Join me this year in embrac-
ing valuable time with loved ones.

In the spirit of the season 
of giving, let’s also remember 
those in need as we prepare our 
Thanksgiving meals. I encourage 

you and your families to consider 
reaching out to a community food 
bank, church, or local charity to 
help ensure that the homeless are 

sheltered, and the hungry 
are fed, especially during 
these colder fall and winter 
months. We have so much 
to be thankful for this holi-
day season, and volunteer-
ing time and resources can 
make an incredible differ-
ence in our less fortunate 
neighbors’ lives.

Indeed, following the 
Veterans Day holiday, we cannot 
forget our service members, many 
of whom will be without their 
families this Thanksgiving as they 
are away serving our country. Let’s 
honor those actively serving and 
our veterans and thank them for 
the many blessings and freedoms 
we have here in the United States 
because of their sacrifi ces.

This time of year is also an 
excellent opportunity to support 
local businesses within the com-
munity. As you prepare your holi-
day shopping lists, please consider 
your locally-owned stores — small 

businesses bolster our community 
and drive our local economy.

There is no doubt that many 
challenges are facing Kentucky 
families and small businesses. 
The Kentucky General Assembly 
is committed to tackling these 
challenges. Fellow lawmakers 
and I have dedicated the summer 
and fall months to engaging with 
stakeholders and constituents to 
develop more robust understand-
ings of our Commonwealth’s most 
pressing needs and formulating 
policy initiatives that may best 
address them. With the 2022 
Regular Session just around the 
corner, I welcome your thoughts, 
questions, and concerns. Please 
reach out to my offi ce at [Email]. 
It is an honor to represent you in 
Frankfort.

Whether it is with food, foot-
ball, family, or a little or a lot of 
each, I encourage you to enjoy the 
Thanksgiving holiday with loved 
ones and embrace the cherished 
memories you will indeed create. 
From my family to yours, Happy 
Thanksgiving.

The yahoos 
of Kenosha

On Thursday afternoon, 
as the country was still 
awaiting the decision on the 
Kyle Rittenhouse murder 
trial, the yahoos outside the 
courthouse in Keno-
sha were ready to riot.

Guilty, not guilty, 
hung jury or mistrial 
– it won’t matter to 
them what the verdict 
will be on the homi-
cide charges against 
Rittenhouse.

The yahoos are 
going to make trouble 
in the streets whether they 
are enraged by the jury’s 
decision or pleased by it.

They’ve been taking pho-
tos of the jurors and threat-
ening them to vote the 
“right” way – which means 
not acquitting Rittenhouse 
on grounds of self-defense. 
They’ve also been sending 
death threats to the judge.

The 500 members of Wis-
consin’s National Guard 
that have been called in to 
handle the expected post-
verdict violence will prob-
ably keep the yahoos from 
burning down what’s left of 
Kenosha.

But as we know, the 
National Guard has arrived 
a year and a half too late. 
The city of 100,000 will 
probably never recover.

Kenosha’s fate is to live 
on as the symbol of what 
happens to a town when 
spineless politicians and 
the deplorable liberal media 
allow, encourage and justify 
violent and destructive pro-
tests in the name of social 
justice.

The trial of Kyle Ritten-
house is the latest proof of 
how hopelessly the country 
is split between Republicans 
and Democrats on almost 
every issue.

Trump, the 2020 election, 
the so-called “insurrection” 
of Jan. 6, immigration pol-
icy, critical race theory in 
schools ….

Everything political is a 
50-50 split and the biased 
mainstream media always 
take the progressive side.

The liberal media have 
never stopped cheering for 
the arrests and prolonged 
imprisonments of some 
of the Trump people who 
broke into the Capitol on 
Jan. 6.

But you never heard the 
media call for the arrest and 
prosecution of the “peace-
ful” rioters who burned 
Kenosha and repeatedly 
rioted in a dozen other cit-
ies like Portland last sum-
mer.

And if any clown in the 
liberal media – Joy Reid of 
MSNBC comes to mind — 
has expressed outrage at the 
yahoos for threatening the 
jurors and the judge in the 
Rittenhouse case, it’s flown 

under my radar.
The big liberal media are 

so blinded by their hate 
of flyover country people, 
Republicans, Trump and 

kids like Rittenhouse 
they don’t care that 
President Brandon 
called the 17-year-old 
“a white supremacist” 
just two days after 
he shot and killed 
Joseph Rosenbaum 
and Anthony Huber 
and wounded Gaige 
Grosskreutz on Aug. 

25, 2020.
Ever since last summer, 

the media have done their 
best to make the public 
think that Rittenhouse was 
a junior white nationalist, 
that he was illegally car-
rying a rifle, that he had 
no right to be in Kenosha 
where his father lived and 
that he was a vigilante look-
ing to kill protestors.

The liberal media deliber-
ately spread those lies and 
slanted their journalism for 
more than a year — until 
the televised Rittenhouse 
trial showed America the 
truth.

How long did it take for 
you to learn from the media 
that Rittenhouse’s victims 
all were white?

Or that one of the dead 
ones was a convicted pedo-
phile with a serious violent 
streak? That the other fatal-
ity was a felon convicted in 
a strangulation case who 
was recently accused of 
domestic abuse?

Or that the guy who got 
his forearm blown off had 
drawn a loaded Glock from 
his ankle holster and point-
ed it at Rittenhouse’s face?

If you only watched 
MSNBC and CNN and 
didn’t watch the trial, you’d 
have thought Rittenhouse’s 
victims were good guys with 
families who cared deeply 
for social justice.

The liberal media never 
questioned what the yahoos 
were doing in the burn-
ing streets of Kenosha, but 
they all agreed Rittenhouse 
didn’t belong there.

Maybe he didn’t belong 
there. Maybe he should have 
stayed home and watched 
Kenosha burn like most of 
the adults in town did.

But the reality is, if you 
tell the cops to stand down, 
you can be sure some people 
will stand up.

Someone had to try to 
defend the city from the 
yahoos.

The tragedy – and the 
main reason Kenosha 
burned and two people died 
– is that because the adults 
in charge of the town hid 
behind their locked doors, 
kids like Rittenhouse had to 
go out to do their job.

Prime ag land is needed for food, not solar
Dear editor,
As a resident and taxpayer in 

Mason County, I oppose the instal-
lation of Industrial Solar Farms on 
prime agriculture land. Due to the 
population growth in Kentucky 
and the United States, I feel that 
this is not the best use of existing 
prime farmland. This prime agri-
culture land is needed to produce 
food and dairy products to feed our 
residents while providing products 
to other states and countries.

The mass importing of pro-
duce and a complex supply chain 
has led to less fresh, lower-quality 
fruits and vegetables on our gro-
cery shelves. We need this land 
to remain agriculture so it can be 
available to supply our own resi-
dents quality produce rather than 
relying on other countries.

The U.S. Census Bureau recent-
ly released its 2020 data showing 
population increases in Kentucky 
by 3.8% (166,469 people) from 
2010 to 2020. This population 
growth brings our total popula-
tion in Kentucky to 4.5 million 
people. (Northern Kentucky Tri-
bune-September 12, 2021). Also, 
the total population of the United 
States on April 1, 2020, was 331.4 
million people, an increase of 22.7 
million (7.9%) since 2010. With 
extreme droughts, raging wildfi res 
and rapidly changing climate, I feel 
that we need to keep prime agri-
culture land available for farming 
instead of leasing it to Industrial 
Solar Companies for 20-25 year 
contracts. The demand and need 
for food supply and produce will 
increase just as our population 
increases for the next 20-25 years.

The leaders of the Pro-Industrial 
Solar Group have issued calcula-
tions on how much new tax reve-
nues can be received in our county 
by allowing Industrial Solar. In my 
opinion, these are just numbers on 
a spreadsheet that can be manipu-
lated to produce the outcome they 
want. The truth of the matter is, 
there are no existing installations 
in the state or other locations that 
can prove these revenue estimates 
are accurate and achievable or just 
based on assumptions that can’t be 
verifi ed with actual installations.

I hope our leaders will not 
approve Industrial Solar Farms in 
our county on just pipe dreams of 
a perfect world based on all this 
expected new revenue and growth 
to our community that may not be 
achieved. I don’t think we should 
jump in and allow Industrial Solar 

Farms in Mason County without 
having proven examples of suc-
cessful installations in other loca-
tions in Kentucky or surrounding 
states.

Another issue to me is that these 
Industrial Solar Farms will not pro-
duce or provide any electricity to 
the citizens living in Mason Coun-
ty, so our rates will not decrease. 
In fact, our rates will most likely 
increase due to the fact that 
upgrades to the power grid will be 
required. These additional charges 
will be passed on to customers, as 
they currently are, on your elec-
tric bill as “Environmental Sur-
charges.”. The Megawatts (MW) 
of power generated by these solar 
farms will be sold to other compa-
nies such as Amazon via the grid.

The energy companies that 
have leases on these local solar 
farms will have competition with 
other such companies across the 
United States to produce electric-
ity to these customers via the grid 
at cheaper rates. They also have 
potential competition with the 
owners of the grid such as East 
Kentucky Power (EKP) and Lou-
isville Gas & Electric and Ken-
tucky Utilities Company (LG&E-
KU). Both these companies own 
existing solar farms and have the 
potential to add more. On October 
13, 2021, LG&E-KU announced 
they have plans to build a new 
125-megawatt solar facility in 
Western Kentucky. I would rather 
see the existing power companies 
in our state develop solar farms 
as compared to energy companies 
from other countries that have no 
ties to Mason County or the State 
of Kentucky. LG& E-KU and EKP 
have long track records in Ken-
tucky and are regulated by the Pub-
lic Service Commission (PSC). 
What happens to these solar farms 
if they can’t compete or provide 
electricity at dependable or cheap-
er rates than their competitors? 
What are the farm-owners left 
with? What is Mason County left 
with? I know that the pro-industri-
al solar group will always use their 
slogan FUD (Fear-Uncertainty-
Doubt) to discount any negative 
comments about Industrial Solar 
Farms. To those people everything 
concerning solar is positive. With 
a little research, a person can fi nd 
articles that prove there are nega-
tives with Industrial Solar Farms. 
Some of these negatives are noise 
levels caused by solar inverters, 
recycling issues, soil erosion caus-

ing environmental damage, and 
decreases in property values of sur-
rounding properties. I believe that 
most people would be reluctant 
in buying a house close to a solar 
farm. I know I would be.

One article concerning the dam-
age that can be done to our envi-
ronment was reported in the Daily 
Hampshire Gazette on April 29, 
2020. In Williamsburg, Massachu-
setts, the Attorney General fi led a 
lawsuit against Dynamic Energy 
Solutions LLC of Pennsylvania. 
According to the lawsuit, the con-
struction of their solar farm led 
to altering 97,000 square feet of 
protected wetlands and more than 
41,000 feet of riverfront area, cov-
ering the bottom of the river with 
sediment pollution and damaging 
the habitat.

These issues resulted in viola-
tions of the federal Clean Water 
Act and the Massachusetts Clean 
Waters Act. More details about 
this lawsuit and the serious eco-
logical accident is available online 
(gazettenet.com). We don’t need 
these kind of problems in Mason 
County.

As a taxpayer, I don’t feel like 
our tax money should be used to 
provide tax credits to energy com-
panies outside the United States. 
Two energy companies interested 
in using Mason County prime 
agriculture land have headquarters 
outside the United States. Accoina 
Energy is headquartered in Alco-
bendas, Spain, while Innergex is 
headquartered in Canada. They 
have no ties in Mason County or 
the State of Kentucky. I believe the 
only reason they want to locate 
here is due to the tax credits they 
would receive.

I am a supporter of renewables, 
such as solar or wind-power, but 
not on our prime agriculture land. 
This land will be needed to supply 
food for future generations. We 
have land in other locations that 
could be used for solar operations 
without affecting our prime agri-
culture base. I hope the offi cials 
of Mason County will not approve 
the installation of Industrial Solar 
Farms without taking due dili-
gence to the concerns of all Mason 
County citizens. It is our children 
and grandchildren that will end 
up with the consequences good or 
bad from this decision.

Respectfully,
Terry J. Anderson
Maysville
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