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Lisa Federico <lisa.federico@narenco.com> Mon, Mar 11, 2019 at 4:00 PM
To: georgelarger@maysvilleky.net

Good afternoon, George, 
 
Thank you very much for your response to my zoning request letter regarding Cumberland Solar, LLC (letter attached for
reference). You concluded that solar is not a permitted use, nor would it be classified as a conditional use on the site. Is
there any other avenue to allow for solar on the site, such as a re-zoning?
 
Thanks in advance!
 
Lisa Federico 
Senior Manager - Development   
  
National Renewable Energy Corporation
227-B Southside Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28217 
Cell: 704.577.7432 
www.narenco.com
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George Larger <georgelarger@maysvilleky.net> Tue, Mar 12, 2019 at 9:47 AM
To: Lisa Federico <lisa.federico@narenco.com>
Cc: Joe Pfeffer <masoncojudge@masoncountykentucky.us>

Good morning, Lisa.

 

You’re very welcome!

 

In terms of other avenues, Mason County Judge/Execu�ve Joe Pfeffer and I have decided to put together a proposal
this year for a zoning text amendment to address solar facili�es like the one you’re proposing.  We have a sec�on in
our zoning code regarding Wind Energy Conversion Systems, also called “WECS,” and I’d like to author a chapter
regula�ng solar farms.  I’ve been an�cipa�ng this since last year, when the County began receiving reports of outside
interest in solar farms.  We hadn’t yet made a move to regulate it, because o�en such things are first dealt with at the
state level; wind turbines were heavily regulated by the Kentucky Legislature back in 2013, but they are s�ll working
on solar farms and net metering.  Unfortunately, Kentucky hasn’t go�en its act together on solar farms like North
Carolina apparently has; my in-laws live in southern North Carolina, and I’ve driven by countless solar farms around
where they live.

 

Unfortunately, I don’t think that a rezoning would help make the proper�es in ques�on suitable for a solar farm land
use.  The proper�es are just outside Maysville city limits, and they are zoned A-1 Agricultural Transi�on.  A-1 is a
transi�onal zoning classifica�on meant to earmark land for eventual transi�on to more urban uses; it’s the primary
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vehicle for what our Comprehensive Plan calls our “Urban Development Area,” meant to denote land that has been
set aside for growth for the City of Maysville.  Furthermore, WECS facili�es are permi�ed only in I-3 zones, which is
our Rural Industrial zoning classifica�on.  I’m not saying that solar farms would necessarily be limited to such a zoning
classifica�on when we’re finished adop�ng a proposal to regulate them, but based on our en�re zoning scheme and
what has been done to regulate WECS systems, solar farms would probably be more appropriate further out in
Mason County.  Solar farms are generally a more rural land use, to be constructed and operated on unused
agricultural land, and any rezoning to be made for the land in ques�on would be a more urban industrial zoning
classifica�on, if the Mason County Joint Planning Commission saw fit to even authorize an industrial land use at that
loca�on.

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any further ques�ons.

 

Thanks!

 

 

 

George K. Larger, III

Planning & Zoning Administrator

City of Maysville, Kentucky

Mason County, Kentucky

606-564-2719

georgelarger@maysvilleky.net
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