
On July 2, 2021, Rick Ross sent an email from his official account  
rick.ross@mason.kyschools.us.  
 
Although I found much of it misleading, I understand that a Mason 
County School Board Meeting is not the proper venue to discuss the 
details of Utility-Scale Solar. 
 
Because the email came from mason.kyschools.us, the world must 
believe that Mr. Ross was presenting the school board's official position 
when he stated, in part, 'The tax benefits they claim are bogus. Any 
increase in property value taxation created will result in LESS money 
coming in from the schools from the state. Chay Ritter (Kentucky 
Department of Education) just this week stated that the "under the SEEK 
formula, when property assessments increase in a county, the amount of 
state funding to schools decreases. That usually means districts are 
forced to increase the local effort (raise taxes). '. 
 
I would point out that Mr. Ross quotes Mr. Ritter of the Kentucky 
Department of Education and carefully marked the beginning of Mr. 
Ritter's comment. Mr Ross did not mark the end of Mr. Ritter's 
comment. This is yet another example Mr. Ross wrapping his personal  
opinion in the credibility of a larger organization. 
 
Mr Ross's premise is partially correct. If property tax rates are constant, 
then when the school district receives X more dollars of property tax 
revenue because the district's property value has increased, then 
Kentucky will send exactly X fewer SEEK dollars to that school district. 
We both agree that if Mason County has 6,000 acres of solar, then the 



school board will receive an extra $270,000 each year, and in fact, 
Kentucky will send $270,000 fewer SEEK dollars to Mason County. 
 
Mr. Ross indicates his goal is to maximize the number of SEEK $ 
Kentucky sends to Mason County. He even suggests that higher 
property tax revenues will force Mason County to raise the tax rate. 
That statement is NOT true. Solar is expected to employ only a few 
more workers than now work on cow-calf or cash grain operations 
covering the same acreage. So the school district should see no increase 
in cost. Since we agree income is the same and we anticipate that costs 
will be the same, then the "districts are forced to increase the local 
effort (raise taxes)" threat is a red herring with no basis in fact. 
 
I ask the board this "Is your goal to reduce property values so Kentucky 
will send more SEEK $ to Mason County." If the board understands SEEK 
dollars do NOT fall from the sky and recognizes that Mason County and 
Kentucky benefit when Mason County has a bigger property tax base, I 
challenge you to use your official resources to make that widely known. 
 

In conclusion, I suggest that Mason County School Board bring your 
processes into compliance with Ky Dept of Education’s BEST PRACTICES 
FOR APPROPRIATE USE OF TECHNOLOGY. Doing so should prevent future 
official communications from creating this type of confusion. 

 


