
Welcome,

I am Bill Marshall

This is a talk about Solar Farms and why I favor their inclusion in the future of 
Maysville Mason County

I hope you will find this video informative.

I start by believing that we all want a sustainable future for Mason County.  

If you differ with any information I present,  I hope you will tell me about alternate 
sources, that will expand my understanding.

If we can agree on the facts, then together we can make decisions that  move us to 
that goal
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• I have been researching Solar for over two years, and my research has led me to 
favor Solar farms in Mason County

• This video advocates for Solar Farms being a Conditional us in Land use Zone A-1 
Agricultural Transition

• .
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Let look at the abundance of the A-1 A Land
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Looking at the ArcGIS Official Maysville/Mason County Land Use Map shows that 
Agricultural Transition zone A-1 is significantly larger than theses zones combined
• Downtown Maysville Historic District
• Oldtown Residential
• Professional Office 
• Light Industrial 
• Multi-family Residential
• Townhome
• Manufactured Housing
• Single-family Residential
• General Business 
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The phrase “as infrastructure becomes available” seems to be the key concept.

Sadly, infrastructure does not fall out of the sky.

And even if it did “ become available at no cost”, one only need tour a 
decommissioned military base to realize that even substantial infrastructure crumbles 
if not maintained.

It costs real money, to maintain infrastructure. In fact, it may cost more to maintain 
unused infrastructure than it does when infrastructure is being used. 
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Since our Zone A-1 Agricultural Transition greatly exceeds our probable ability to 
install infrastructure. It seems important to
1. Only install infrastructure as we can utilize it
2. Find a land use for at least some of the Zone A-1 Agricultural Transition that will

1. Make no demands on existing infrastructure
2. Contribute to public services necessary to foster economic growth

Solar Farms is just such a land use.
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Solar farms is a land use, that can make significant contributions ot public services.

A solar farms sod helps build the sites soil and prevent the erosion that can happen 
with some agricultural enterprises.  

It does not generate noise that can be heard off site. It does not generate water or air 
borne poution.

Its cash flow ensures the land will be well maintained for the foreseeable future.  
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Some suggest that Solar on A-! Land will hinder development if that site is the best 
location for economic development.

When we look at our area’s current economic development, we see that modern 
earth moving equipment can and usually does totally  transform a sites topography. 

In the case of retail development like Lowes
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, the Walmart Superstore development
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Or industrial developments like those on progress way
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Or the Kroger and original Walmart development. 

In each case developers moved large parts of the site around.  The final site looked 
very different from the original land. 

Make no mistake, I, like most people in our area, applaud the commercial 
development that has helped replace the enterprises that are no longer viable.

Each site's land preparation cost would not have been significantly different had the 
prior use been a decommissioned solar farm rather than what it was. 
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Conclusion

• It will be several decades before infrastructure becomes available to all land zoned 
A-1 

• During that period, a fairly normal Solar Farm could contribute $24,000 yearly to 
local community taxing authorities for a 100-acre parcel.  All while making 
landownership economically viable. Solar Farms in  A-1, neither burden the 
existing infrastructure or require more.

• When/if the Solar Farm’s site is needed for another commercial use, nothing about 
a decommissioned Solar Farm will hinder that economic development. 
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Now let’s discuss if Solar farm in Industrial Area make good land use policy?

Let’s start by remembering that A-1 land is planned to transition to development, as 
infrastructure becomes available.
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Here is the definition of I-1 

It first makes the point that these areas are prime site for Light Industries that are 
“clean, quiet, and free of hazardous or objectionable elements such as noise, odor, 
dust, smoke, or glare”.

Souds just like solar BUT
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Another critical point about this type of land for our discussion is

areas that are readily accessible to rail service and the main traffic corridors

I-1 land already has access to infrastructure such as rail lines and main traffic 
corridors.

Solar Farms need neither of these valuable resources  
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I-2 also indicates it is area with rail service

Again Solar Farms do not benefit from the scares resource
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I-3 areas are defined to be accessible to utilities, rail service, and main traffic 
corridors.

Our community is straining to invest in infrastructure.
We should not install infrastructure on a site and then allow solar to block any use 
of just established infrastructure.
.
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One of Solar’s benefits is that it does not need
Natural Gas
City Water
Sewer
landfill capacity
rail
river
Or large capacity road system.

Allowing Solar Farms as a Conditional use in A-1 Agricultural Transition will allow that 
area to make major economic contributions to our community, all while improving 
the environment relative other agricltual uses. All with out requiring any 
infrastructure investmernts.  

Prohibiting Solar in infrastructure rich industrial zones is a better land-use policy as 
it will maimise derived from our infrastructure investments.
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Prohibiting Solar in infrastructure rich industrial zones is a better land-use policy as 
it will maimise derived from our infrastructure investments.
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Let review the goals stated by the Maysville Mason County Land Use Ordinance for 
evaluating Economic Development
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After viewing this series of  videos, I think you will agree that Solar Farms 
can improve our quality of life because compared to current alternatives, 
they
Reduce 

Soil erosion
fertilizers leeching from crop fields into our environment
Reduces pollution from row crops Herbicides

Pprovide a viable alternative to 
Sod and grass being cut up by livestock on pasture in wet weather
Livestock in confinement generating point source pollution

Odor
Animal Waste
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Solar Farms will Increase
Employment – Solar farms will need some labor for equipment 
maintenance, and even more labor will be used in mowing. Solar will 
require more labor then either a cash grain or cow-calf operation on 
same acreage
Add another cash stream flowing into community
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Our area use to sell 
Tobacco
Milk
Textile Product

to the world

We have lost these markets

Solar Farms can replace those lost cash flows into out community.
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Solar farms can provide a strong revenue stream to support land 
ownership.

Solar Farms can also help support our community services
It’s fairly normal for a 100-acre parcel,  to contribute $24,000 yearly to 
local community taxing authorities

Remember a producing Solar Farm needs few community services. A 
Solar Farm does not need
Natural Gas 
City Water
Sewer or land fill capacity 
rail 
river 
Or large capacity road system.
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Solar farms help reach each goal the Comprehensive Plan lays out, for economic 
development.

This graph demonstrates that Solar is now the least cost source for Wholesale Electric

This makes it critical that our land use regulations allow Solar to contribute to our 
community. 
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In addition to this video 

Why Solar Farms should be in Land Use Zone 1-A

Please check out cwmclass.com/solar-farm-in/

I hope you will look at the other my videos that interest you

• Introduction
• Phases of a Solar Farm enterprise
• Will status quo serve our next generation
• Solar Farm Zoning Regulations in Maysville - Mason County
• Appropriate Setbacks for Solar Farms
• Frequently Asked Questions about Solar Farms
• Summation
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My understanding of the facts led me to favor Solar as a long-term way to support 
land ownership in our area and generate revenue for the entire community 
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Thank you
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